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CTCN Vision on Circular Economy

• The CTCN, as the Technology Mechanism of UNFCCC, sees Circular 
Economy as a way to tackle climate change.

• Our goal is the promotion and development of national, sectoral or 
process-specific circular models in LAC countries, in which public and 
private players are incorporated to generate national strategies required 
for the development of the circular economy.

• CTCN provides technical assistance and builds capacity to LAC 
countries for the development of Circular Economy roadmaps in order to 
begin the transition towards a circular model, aligned to the national 
strategies for climate change.



CTCN Vision on Circular Economy

Linkages with SDGs 9, 12, 13

• Foster the development of circular models that incorporate industry 4.0 

technologies and to remove the barriers that hinder the incorporation of LAC 

countries into the fourth industrial revolution.

• The circular economy is directly related to SDG 12, promoting sustainable 

consumption and production by developing technologies and business 

models that enable this change. 

• Integrate circular economy measures that provide climate benefits into national 

policies, strategies and planning to contribute to the implementation of the 

NDCs and to the achievement of the goals of the Paris Agreement.



Current and future activities in the region

CTCN is supporting 11 countries to determine their 

long-term vision on Circular Economy.



CTCN Technical Assistance on Circular Economy

1st multi-

country TA in 

4 countries

2nd multi-

country TA in 5 

countries

▪ Chile (proponent)

▪ Brazil

▪ Mexico

▪ Uruguay

▪ Ecuador (proponent)

▪ Dominican Republic

▪ Cuba

▪ El Salvador

▪ Paraguay

Implementation started in August 2019

Estimated completion date: June 2020

Estimated implementation start date: 

March 2020

Estimated completion date: March 2020



CTCN Technical Assistance on Circular Economy

CTCN Technical Assistances will:

• Focus on the climate benefits originating from a circular economy model;

• Identify the advantages that circularity would produce towards the 

implementation of the NDCs and the achievement of the goals of the Paris 

Agreement.



CTCN Multi-country TA in Circular Economy

• Countries involved: Brazil, Chile, Mexico and Uruguay.

• CTCN First multi-country intervention in the region

• Countries face a similar challenge:

• Need to maintain resources for longer periods, drive more efficient 

processes and technologies and reduce the loss of materials. 

• More information and coordination on circular economy in Latin 

America

• Creation of a roadmap draft in circular economy for each country

• Implementation is country specific. Scope was agreed on the

individual kick-off meetings.



CTCN Multi-country TA in Circular Economy

Kick-off meetings

Brazil

Mexico

Chile

Uruguay



CTCN Multi-country TA in Circular Economy

• Analysis of key players and existing circular economy (CE) initiatives in the country;

• Identification of the perceived value of the CE and of benefits, weaknesses, opportunities

and challenges in each country;

• Compilation of international experiences;

• Mapping of cases of successful implementation of industry 4.0 for the CE at the international

level and adoption of certain practices at the local level taking into account technological

developments in these countries;

• Identification of potential circular economy projects for each requesting country;

• Formulation of a roadmap at the national, regional or sector specific decided by each country;

• Support for the creation of a regional platform for the circular economy in Latin America.



CTCN Multi-country TA in Circular Economy

Output 1.

Development of 
implementation 

planning and 
communication 

documents

Output  2.

Diagnosis of key 
stakeholders and 
current initiatives 

related to circular 
economy

Output 3.

Identification of the 
circular economy 

value and definition of 
benefits, weaknesses, 

opportunities and 
challenges

Output 4.

Review of
international
experiences

Output 5. 

Mapping of 
successful cases of 

application of 
industry 4.0 which 

benefit circular 
economy at 

international level 
and adoption of 
practices at local 
level taking into 

account 
technological 
development

Output 6.

Identification of 
potential 

projects in 
circular 

economy for 
each 

participating 
country 

prioritizing 
specific 

geographical 
areas
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• Workplan • Project
launch

• Stakeholder
mapping

• Market potential of CE 
activities

• Barrier analysis

• Indicator matrix

• International 
best practice 
report

• International 
Industry 4.0 
report

• Report of 
benefits of 
identified 
actors and 
initiatives

• Project pipeline

• Roadmap for
implementation



Added value of CTCN 

The CTCN supports the development, transfer, deployment, and dissemination of 

climate technologies, working across numerous adaptation and mitigation sectors, 

including circular economy, providing core services: 

• Technical Assistance

• Capacity building

• Knowledge sharing

• Collaboration and networking



Private sector plays a key role in Circular Economy 

Distribution of CTCN Network Members by type of Institution: 



Contribution from CTCN to the Coalition 

• CTCN technical assistance on circular economy has been instrumental in three ways:

1. Richness of Information: Allowing participating countries to have a national assessment 

that goes beyond major cities, covering different regions with specific sectors.

2. Baseline: Establishment of a strong baseline to know the current country status on Circular 

Economy, and to measure what is going to happen in the future.

3. Lessons learned: To compare and share information between countries, their activities in 

CE, learn from them, and transfer learnings from successes and failures.

• In addition, the CTCN works closely with the National Designated Entities (NDEs) in all 

countries, which are the technology focal points to the UNFCCC.

• Support on the implementation of technical assistances on circular economy. 



Key events in 2020 

CTCN Latin America and the Caribbean 

Forum 2020

CTCN will held its annual National 

Designated Entity Regional Forum in July 

6-8, 2020 during the Latin America and 

the Caribbean Climate Week in Santo 

Domingo, Dominican Republic.

The Forum presents an opportunity to 

present the latest development on 

Circular Economy and share national and 

regional experiences and best practices in 

the region.




