
Update from the Co-Chairs of the Adaptation Committee 

to the 16th Advisory Board meeting of the CTCN, 10 November, 13.00 – 16.00 CET. 

 

Dear members of the CTCN Advisory board, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to share some of the Adaptation Committee’s current 

activities with you.  

The Adaptation Committee has the mandate to promote the implementation of 

enhanced action on adaptation in a coherent manner under the UNFCCC. To do this, we 

elaborate flexible workplans spanning three years, and we ensure that activities build on 

each other and enhance impact over time.  

We work on different workstreams that comprise the enhancement of overall coherence 

and collaboration, technical support on adaptation action as well as on finance, 

technology and capacity building. We discuss specific mandates from the CMA and also 

conduct awareness-raising and outreach activities. 

 

At this point we would like to focus on just four current activities that will be of interest 

to the CTCN Advisory Board and network members.  

 

1. The AC, in collaboration with the LEG and other stakeholders, very recently 

launched an inventory of the different methodologies that Parties use to assess 

their most urgent adaptation needs and how these can be addressed.1 This 

inventory will offer a centralized hub of information for those looking to 

understand which tools are available for assessing various types of adaptation 

needs in different contexts.  

I warmly invite you to contribute to this inventory by sending methodologies to 

AC@unfccc.int and they will be included. We are also happy to answer any 

questions or accommodate any improvements on how to make this inventory 

more user-friendly. It is still in a pilot phase and will be updated regularly. 

 

2. The AC is going to conduct some work on technologies for adaptation next year. 

We have in our workplan a technical paper on the application of technologies for 

adaptation, which we are going to prepare in the course of next year. The AC is 

meeting this week and will decide on a concrete topic. One current thought is to 

focus the technical paper on enhanced stakeholder engagement, including the 

private sector, in technology planning and implementation. If there is interest 

from the CTCN side in collaborating with us on this paper, we will be more than 
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happy to communicate the agreed topic to you after this week’s meeting and 

would very much welcome your inputs to this work. 

 

3. Third, the AC has finalized a technical paper on data for adaptation at different 

spatial and temporal scales and is going to approve it this week. Recognizing 

that the demand for data for adaptation is growing in response to different 

political and practical needs, we decided to prepare an overview on this topic 

and make it available later this month in the form of a user-friendly publication. 

The draft has been peer-reviewed by a variety of stakeholders, including the 

WMO, GEO, and GCOS, and we hope that this publication will be of interest to 

the CTCN as well. Once it is available, we would very much welcome you to use 

and disseminate it, and any feedback is always welcome to inform our future 

work.  

 

4. Lastly, the AC, together with the LEG, is continuously addressing gaps and needs 

related to the process to formulate and implement national adaptation plans. 

Throughout the years, the two bodies have identified such gaps and needs in 

their work, and they have recently compiled them into a structured overview. 

We would like to highlight that the AC and the LEG have now reached the stage 

where concrete suggestions to address the identified gaps are being brought 

forward and we invite you to take a look and feel free to let us know whether 

there are areas that could be covered by CTCN network partners. The 

compilation is available on the web site of the LEG and the secretariat can send 

you the link.2 

 

Our colleagues from the Adaptation Committee and the secretariat in Bonn will be very 

happy to assist with any questions you may have. Please do not hesitate to contact us by 

email at AC@unfccc.int.  

 

Thank you 
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