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Thank you Chair, thank you very much for inviting me to this important donor 

roundtable. Good to see you and let me take the opportunity to greet you all on 

behalf of the climate change secretariat of the UNFCCC. 

 

CTCN advisory board members, your excellencies from the governments, our 

colleagues from the UN, observers, ladies and gentlemen, it's a really great 

pleasure to join you in this CTCN donor roundtable technical meeting held in 

conjunction with the Climate Investment Summit in Copenhagen.   

 

This meeting happens at a very critical time in our efforts to combat climate 

change. While there are catastrophic natural disasters, such as wildfires and 

floods, happening around the world, new record temperatures being measured in 

many parts of the world, such as in my home country of Italy, the IPCC published 

its newest report. And the messages in the report are loud and clear. Without a 

doubt climate change is human made. It is progressing even faster than 

anticipated, leaving humanity lesser time to finally get on track in its effort to 

fight the worst outcomes of the climate crisis.  

 

Colleagues, the IPCC report makes it very clear to us that, just as the global 

pandemic goes on, so does the climate emergency continue. Also recently, the 

UNFCCC secretariat has published the initial synthesis of countries’ NDCs 

submitted by the end of 2020. And the NDCs are, as they currently stand, 

inadequate towards the deep rapid change required to avoid the worst impacts of 

climate change. 
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What is needed by everybody is more ambitious climate action and that remains 

the top priority for all of us around the world. And as stated prominently in the 

Paris Agreement: climate technology, innovation, and research and development 

are a crucial part of this endeavor. 

 

And here, the UNFCCC Technology Mechanism, and with it the CTCN comes 

into play. As the implementation arm of the Technology Mechanism, the CTCN 

plays a crucial role in facilitating development and transfer of climate 

technologies, by providing technical assistance at the request of developing 

countries on technology issues; creating access to information and knowledge on 

climate technologies; and fostering collaboration among climate technology 

stakeholders via its network of regional and sectoral experts. 

 

We have seen some impressive work by the CTCN over the past years. Receiving 

over 300 requests for technical assistance from over 100 countries is a very clear 

signal that countries welcome the CTCNs services and contribution towards their 

own climate technology goals and towards the achievement of their NDCs and 

with it, the goals of the Paris Agreement.  

 

Therefore, there is of course also an increased necessity for supporting the CTCN, 

so it can continue to be a strong player and scale up its provision of technical 

assistance to developing countries towards achieving the goals of the Paris 

Agreement. 

 

I really hope that the outcome of todays meeting will contribute to building the 

momentum towards success at COP 26 in Glasgow. And of course beyond that. 

We are all gearing up for COP26, it has to be a success for the process, but more 

importantly for everybody around the world.  

 

The best time to raise climate ambition was yesterday. The next best time is today. 

And how can nations and stakeholders raise ambition? By investing in 

innovation, research and development and climate technologies.  
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So colleagues, I hope for a productive meeting and I look forward to seeing the 

results of this work and I really wish you a good and safe and healthy 

continuation. Chair, I give the floor back to you. Thank you very much. 

 


