
 

 1 

 

Advisory Board to the CTCN                    26 – 28 April 2021 
Seventeenth meeting                       AB/2021/17/2.2 

 
16th Meeting of the Advisory Board 

to the Climate Technology Centre and Network (CTCN) 
Report 

 
Day 1 – Tuesday, November 10, 2020 
 
1. Opening of the Meeting         

1 The Chair of the Advisory Board, Mr. Ping Zhong, opened the sixteenth meeting of the Advisory Board 
of the Climate Technology Centre and Network at 13:00 CET on Tuesday, November 10, 2020. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the meeting was held online.  The meeting was open to observers from 
both Parties and accredited observer organizations; 118 attendees joined the online meeting. 

2 The table below lists the Advisory Board members who attended the Advisory Board's sixteenth 
meeting. Regrets were received from Board members Mr. Shiv Srikanth and Mr. Mykhael Lhyzhenko.  
 

Advisory Board members attending the sixteenth meeting 

Mr. Spencer Thomas Mr. Pedro Garcia Brito  

Mr. Bongsoo Kim Mr. Kenichi Wada 

Ms. Moa Forstorp Mr. Ping Zhong 

Ms. Orly Jacob Ms. Mareer Husny 

Mr. Omedi Moses Jura Ms. Katya Kuang-Idba 

Mr. Sergio La Motta Mr. Soumya Dutta 

Ms. Meropi Paneli Mr. Matthew Kennedy 

Mr. Hamid Abakar Souleymane Mr. Henrique Schneider 

Ms. Maia Tskhvaradze Ms. Rose Mwebaza 

Ms. Vicky Noens  

 
2. Organizational Matters 

2.1 16th Advisory Board Meeting Agenda 
3 The Advisory Board adopted the agenda for the 16th meeting as contained in document 

AB/2020/16/2.1.  
 

2.2 15th Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 
4 The Advisory Board adopted the minutes of its fifteenth meeting as contained in document 

AB/2020/16/2.2, pending corrections on minor editorial errors. 
 

2.3  Membership Matters 
5 The Board provided updates on the Board's composition, referring to document AB/2020/15/2.3. 

Mr. Kim Bongsoo was introduced as the new representative for Korea replacing Mr. Seo Gon Ko. The 
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Board expressed its appreciation to Mr. Ko for his participation on the Board and welcomed Mr. 
Bongsoo.  

6 The Board took note of Ms. Sara Aagesen Munoz of Spain's resignation from the Advisory Board as 
the new responsibilities she assumed earlier in the year preclude her participation. Advisory Board 
members agreed that a task force meeting would be convened if a new AB nomination was made.   

7 Board members requested clarification on the extension of Advisory Board Members in light of the 
postponement of COP26.  Ms. Karina Larsen (CTCN) cited guidance from the UNFCCC to all 
constituted bodies that all current seats should remain in place until COP26.   
 

3. Opening Remarks by CTCN Host Agencies 
8 The Board extended its thanks to UNIDO for hosting the 16th Advisory Board meeting. Opening 

remarks were given by representatives of the host agencies of the CTCN, Mr. Tareq Emtairah, 
Director of UNIDO's Department of Energy, and Ms. Ligia Noronha, Director of UNEP's Economy 
Division. 
 

3.1 United Nations Industrial Organisation (UNIDO) 
9 Mr. Tareq Emtairah (UNIDO) welcomed attendees on behalf of UNIDO and highlighted UNIDO's 

continued commitment to work alongside UNEP to support the CTCN. Mr. Emitairah welcomed the 
independent evaluation commissioned by the UNFCCC as an opportunity to engage in the process of 
stock-taking and identify opportunities to improve to offer the best possible platform for the CTCN 
to operate, in line with the host agencies' accountability framework and with a view to strengthening 
the management and resource mobilisation for the CTCN. Mr. Emitairah noted UNIDO's accreditation 
by the GCF and the opportunities this would bring the CTCN. Mr. Emitairah concluded by reiterating 
the importance of the work done through the CTCN as a building block to help countries raise the 
level of ambition of action on climate change and  

 

3.2 United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) 
10 Ms. Ligia Noronha applauded the CTCN's business continuity despite the challenges posed by COVID-

19. Ms. Noronha updated the Board on relevant developments within UNEP, including the Medium-
Term Strategy 2022-2025, which prioritises three planetary crises, namely climate change, pollution, 
and nature; the CTCN will play a significant role in implementing the strategy and supporting the 
work of UNFCCC.  Ms. Noroha highlighted that the months ahead are crucial for UNEP with the UNEP 
assembly, COP 26, the second independent review of the CTCN and the UNEP-UNIDO programme 
document's revision. Ms. Noronha noted the CTCN's alignment with UNEPs vision, including its 
gender-responsive delivery; its work on South-South collaboration; and its responsiveness to country 
needs, especially vulnerable countries. In conclusion, Ms. Noronha highlighted UNEPs continued 
support to the CTCN on resource mobilisation, guidance provision, and facilitating interactions of the 
CTCN with other partners.  
 

4. Coordination with other UNFCCC Constituted Bodies 
4.1 Adaptation Committee 
11 The representative of the Adaptation Committee (AC) was unavoidably detained and thus not able 

to attend the meeting but sent a letter highlighting proposed areas of collaboration with the CTCN, 
including contributing to the pilot inventory and centralized hub of the different methodologies that 
Parties use to assess their most urgent adaptation needs; collaborating on the technical paper on the 
application of technologies for adaptation, and contributing to the overview on gaps and needs 
related to the process to formulate and implement national adaptation plans. Finally, the AC 
announced the publication of a technical paper on data for adaptation at different spatial and 
temporal scales.  
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4.2 Standing Committee on Finance 
12 Ms. Vicky Noens from the Standing Committee on Finance (SCF) updated the Board on progress 

against the SCF's workstreams, including the production of the 4th Biennial Assessment and Overview 
of Climate Finance and the first report on determining the needs of developing countries; the 
organization of the SCF Forum on finance for Nature-Based solutions, and the preparation of the 
draft guidance to the operating entities of the Financial Mechanism. 
 

4.3 UNFCCC Financial Mechanism  
13 Mr. Emerson Resende of the Green Climate Fund highlighted the importance of complementarity 

and coherence across funds and proposals submitted by accredited entities and ensuring linkages 
between TNAs and more extensive GCF funding proposals. Mr. Resende emphasized the need for 
enhanced information-sharing among National Designated Entities (NDEs) and Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) Operational Focal Points (OFP) and invited the CTCN to participate in GEF's Extended 
Constituency Workshops to engage with GEF OFPs on this matter. Mr. Resende updated the Board 
on the GCF's Climate Innovation Facility, noting that discussions are currently underway with 
accredited entities.  

14 Ms. Katya Kuang-Idba of the Global Environment Facility (GEF) highlighted that the transfer of low 
carbon and low energy technology continues to be a cross-cutting theme for the GEF since its 
establishment:  the GEF has supported technology transfer under both strategies for adaptation and 
mitigation since the approval of the Poznan Strategic Program (PSP) and to the present day in GEF-
7. Under the PSP, the GEF has supported the CTCN and four Regional Climate Technology Transfer 
and Financing Centers through one global project with a combined total of 11.8 million, which is 
nearing closure. The GEF has also approved a Medium-Sized Project titled Piloting innovative 
financing for climate adaptation technologies in medium-sized cities, as part of the Challenge 
Program on Adaptation Innovation where the CTCN will act as an executing entity.  Ms. Kuang-Idba 
provided recommendations for future collaboration with the CTCN, including continued coordination 
with the GEF during the annual survey and expanding the CTCN's participation in the GEF country 
support programme through attending constituency meetings and other meetings. Ms. Kuang-Idba 
also encouraged the CTCN to work together with countries to develop concepts that integrate the 
System for Transparent Allocation of Resources (STAR) to maximize impact and increase 
competitiveness and likelihood of financing. 
 

5. Matters relating to the Technology Mechanism 
5.1 Updates by the TEC 
15 Mr. Mareer Husny of the Technology Executive Committee(TEC) shared updates on the TEC's five 

areas of work and highlighted TEC and CTCN collaboration throughout 2020, including planning 
efforts to jointly implementing the technology framework; the co-organisation of regional TEM–Ms 
on "Climate smart cooling solutions for sustainable buildings" in Africa, Asia, and the Pacific, Eastern 
Europe, and West Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean, and the rolling out of a joint M&E 
impact survey of NDEs. 
 

5.2 Joint Activities of the TEC and CTCN 
16 The Board was invited to provide inputs for the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the TEC and the CTCN to be 

able to finalize proposed areas for joint activities and modalities to implement the agreed joined 
activities as contained in document AB/2020/16/5.2 and to report on them in the joint annual report 
of the TEC and CTCN for 2020.  

17 Advisory Board members provided inputs on joint activities that need further consultations, including 
joint activities related to technologies ready to transfer and the build back better report. The Board 
agreed that inputs to the joint activities of the TEC and CTCN would be received in written format, 
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and an agreement would be sought through a written procedure.  
 

5.3 Second Independent Review of the CTCN 
18 Ms. Wanna Tanunchaiwatana and Mr. Barwert Van Der Plas of the UNFCCC Secretariat provided the 

Board with a summary of the scope and methodology of the second independent review of the 
effectiveness of the CTCN, noting that the current MoU between the COP and UNEP to host the CTCN 
would expire in February 2022. Mr. Van Der Plas indicated that data collection and analysis were 
ongoing until April 2021 and would be followed by elaborating the review's findings, including 
recommendations on enhancing the CTCN's performance. Mr. Van Der Plas concluded that the final 
report is expected to be completed in time for consideration by COP 26 in November 2021. 
 

6. Report of the Director including CTCN Financial Matters and Resource Mobilization 
19 Ms. Rose Mwebaza (CTCN) provided the Board with an update on CTCN activities, noting that the 

COVID-19 pandemic had challenged the CTCN to adapt in order to continue meeting countries' 
technology demands. Ms. Mewbaza informed the Board that the CTCN is on track to implement its 
2020 approved budget and attributed this success to host agency support; the adaptability of NDEs 
and network members implementing projects; and the successful shifting of activities to virtual 
formats where possible, allowing for project implementation on technical assistance; knowledge 
sharing and capacity building to continue. The CTCN director shared some of the challenges 
experienced, notably for technical assistance (TA) development and implementation via online 
communication, especially in stakeholder consultations, due to limitations to face to face and in-
depth capacity building activities and the digital divide.  

20 Ms. Mewbeza noted that the CTCN received 35 TA requests between January - October 2020, 
bringing the total number of TAs to date to 218. The CTCN director highlighted the CTCN's close 
collaboration with the Financial Mechanism, noting that six GCF Readiness projects have been 
completed or are near completion; 17 have been approved for 2019-2020 (5.7 million USD), and 
another 12 proposals are in the pipeline for the coming year (4.6 million USD). Furthermore, Ms. 
Mewbaza highlighted two new CTCN programmes: a 5-year pilot programme secured through the 
Adaptation Fund to support vulnerable countries to test, evaluate, roll out, and scale up innovative 
adaptation practices, products, and technologies and a pilot programme on innovative financing 
initiative for climate adaptation technologies in medium-sized cities through funding from the GEF 
Challenge Programme for Adaptation Innovation. 

21 Ms. Mwebaza noted that the CTCN passed the mark of 600 Network Members in 2020, bringing the 
total number of network members to 605: since the implementation of a two-stage bidding process, 
network biddings on TAs have increased, and new members from developing countries have joined. 
Ms. Mewbaza also highlighted the work of the CTCN on Youth and Gender, including online trainings 
in women's entrepreneurship and climate finance to scale up gender-just climate projects and Youth 
Climate Innovation Clinics for Africa and Asia.   

22 Ms. Amanda Lees, CTCN financial administrative officer (UNEP), presented on the CTCN's financial 
matters, highlighting that the CTCN received USD 10.7 million in 2020, of which USD 5.3 million in 
voluntary contributions,  and USD 5.4 million in income from other mechanisms, including 
approximately USD 960,000 in pro-bono support. Ms. Lees pointed to a projected opening balance 
in 2021 of USD 11.5 million, with new bilateral donor contributions and partnerships with the 
Republic of Korea, the Ministry of Environment of Japan; the Danish Government; the Republic of 
Austria, and the Islamic Development Bank, and ongoing discussions with the UK Government, the 
Government of Canada, and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development.  

23 Following requests for further information from the Board, Ms. Rose Mwebaza (CTCN) updated the 
Board on the CTCN's engagement with the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD) and the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) to collaborate on technical assistance 
implementation and joint programming. Furthermore, Ms. Mwebaza highlighted the high number of 
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successful GCF readiness proposals contributing to increased funding for TA implementation in 2020.  
The CTCN director also provided the Board with more details on the joint NDE survey results, which 
show that NDEs would like more support from the CTCN to enable environments for market 
conditions and leverage resources.  Regarding the eligibility criteria for the Adaptation Fund Climate 
Innovation Accelerator, Ms. Karina Larsen (CTCN) specified that services are accessible in countries 
that do not currently have a National Implementing Entity (NIE). And finally, more information was 
provided by Mr. Rajiv Garg (CTCN) on the CTCN's Eastern Europe TA portfolio, including two recently 
completed TAs in Serbia and Azerbijan and GCF readiness proposals for Uzbekistan and Kirgizstan, 
and Georgia.  
 

7. Closure of Day One 
24 The Advisory Board agreed to postpone agenda item 7 on the Joint Annual Report to the following 

day, given the time constraints.   
 

Day 2 – Wednesday, November 11, 2020 
 
8. Opening of the meeting 

25 The second day of the CTCN's 16th Advisory Board meeting was opened at 13:00 CET on Wednesday, 
November 11, 2020. The Board agreed to table the discussion on the Build Back Better report to a 
dedicated taskforce meeting to be held at a later date due to time constraints, and for any reference 
to the report to be removed from the Annual Operating Plan. The Board also suggested to the TEC 
that references to the report also be removed from the TEC-CTCN joint activities annex.  
 

9. NDE presentation – Implementation of Technical Assistance 
26 Dr. Henry Roman, National Designated Entity of South Africa, presented a CTCN technical assistance 

case study on GHG emissions reduction in the cement industry in South Africa. Dr. Roman walked 
the Board through the process of submitting a TA request through to the implementation and 
closure.  Dr. Roman highlighted the impacts of the TA intervention, which leveraged additional 
funding from the Science and Technology Research Partnership for Sustainable Development 
(SATREPS) for a joint research programme on developing a carbon recycling system toward a 
decarbonized society by using mineral carbonation. Finally, Dr. Roman concluded by sharing some 
lesson learned, including the need to be open to transdisciplinary methods, especially because some 
technologies are so innovative that there may only be a few experts globally to provide the required 
TA;  the importance of considering the local context and not just transferring what works in one 
country to another; and finally TAs can be an effective means to unlock further funding, especially 
when engaging with potential funders for the next stage is initiated early on in the process.  
 

10.  Joint Annual Report of the Technology Executive Committee and the Climate Technology Centre and 
Network for 2020  
10.1 Report of the CTCN to COP25 
27 The Advisory Board considered the draft of the CTCN chapter of the Joint Annual Report as contained 

in document AB/2020/16/7.1 and suggested revisions to strengthen the information provided with 
regards to outcomes and outputs of the activities presented and the key messages, and to expand 
on how TAs foster Private Sector engagement and the role of the CTCN liaison office in Songdo. The 
Board also suggested the CTCN Secretariat consider indigenous interests as part of the inclusive 
approach moving forward. 

28 The Board agreed to email the CTCN Secretariat by the day's close with suggested adjustments to 
the draft report to be combined into a revised report and discussed during the Thursday AB meeting.   

 
10.2 Joint chapter of the joint annual report of the TEC and the CTCN 
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29 The Advisory Board considered the draft joint chapter of the Joint Annual Report as contained in 
document AB/2020/16/7.2 and requested further consultation on joint activities related to Research 
Development and Demonstration (RD&D), technologies that are ready to transfer, and the build back 
better report.  

30 The Board agreed to email the CTCN Secretariat by Friday, November 13, with suggested adjustments 
to the draft joint chapter. Following the TEC's 21st meeting, the Chairs and the Vice-Chairs of the TEC 
and the CTCN Advisory Board will propose revisions, and an agreement will be sought through a silent 
procedure.   

 
11.  CTCN Annual Operating Plan and Budget for 2021  

11.1 The CTCN Director will provide context for the Plan and Budget (Take note) 
31 Ms. Rose Mwebaza provided context to CTCN's Annual Operating Plan and Budget and explained the 

format of the 2020 AOP and how its activities build on the CTCN's approved Programme of Work 
(2019 – 2022). Ms. Mwebeza highlighted the CTCN's country-driven approach, further strengthened 
by a regional approach, with technical managers and experts sitting in regional offices in Bangkok, 
Nairobi, and Mexico. Ms. Mewbeza noted that the CTCN is in its second year of implementing the 
technology framework under the Paris Agreement. Finally, Ms. Mwebeza emphasised that the CTCN 
would prioritise countries' technical assistance requests related to NDC revisions.   
  

11.2 The Annual Operating Plan and Budget 
32 The Advisory Board considered the Annual Operating Plan and Budget for 2021 as contained in 

document AB/2020/16/12.2 and discussed the Performance Measurement Framework and the 
CTCN's role related to collaborative research and RD&D. The Board expressed a desire for further 
detail to be included in the AOP on the CTCN's plans for collaboration with the Financial Mechanism 
and Multi-lateral Development Banks and how the CTCN will make the best use of digital 
technologies to reach out to NDEs and other stakeholders with capacity building, TA and other 
activities while recognizing the challenges caused by COVID-19.   

33 The Board agreed to email the CTCN Secretariat by the day's close with suggested adjustments to 
the AOP and budget to be combined and shared in a revised document the following day for approval 
by the Board.   
 

12. Closure Day Two  
34 The second day of the Advisory Board meeting was closed at 15:30 CET.  
 

Day 3 – Thursday, November 12, 2020 
 
13.  Opening of the meeting 

35 The third and last day of the Advisory Board meeting was opened at 13:00 CET on Thursday, 
November 12, 2020. 
 

14.  Briefing on COP26 
36 Ms. Juliet Meredith provided remarks on the incoming COP Presidency and COP26 and highlighted 

how technology is integrated throughout the presidency approach and its five campaigns on energy 
transition, zero-emissions vehicles; adaptation and resilience; nature, and finance.  Ms. Meredith 
added that the presidency approach would have a discrete focus on innovation to accelerate the 
pace of innovation and is made up of two main objectives: strengthening mission innovation 2.0 to 
increase investment and impact of clean technology RD&D and supporting and strengthening leading 
coalitions that are accelerating demand to net-zero technologies across all sectors.  
 

15. Review of revised CTCN documents for approval 
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37 The Chair of the Advisory Board called attention to the revised 2021 Annual Operating Plan and 
Budget, and the CTCN report to the COP shared with Advisory Board members earlier in the day.  

38 The CTCN Secretariat combined all of the comments received on the two documents and endeavored 
to propose text in response to these comments or explain why suggested adjustments are not 
feasible. Regarding the 2021 Annual Operating Plan, the CTCN Secretariat provided some additional 
information regarding proposed RD&D activities, which correspond to the Programme of Work for 
2019-2022 as approved by the Advisory Board at its 13th meeting. Both the AOP and the Programme 
of Work are aligned with the activities specified in the Technology Framework of the Paris Agreement 
drafted and approved by the Parties.  

39 The Advisory Board agreed that AB members may provide comments by email on the CTCN chapter 
of the Joint Annual Report and/or the 2021 AOP and budget if they feel their previous comments 
have not yet been reflected. Approval of the documents would be sought through silent procedure 
after that.   
 

16.  Advisory Board administrative matters 
40 Given the evolution of the COVID-19 pandemic and the global travel restrictions the Advisory Board 

agreed that its seventeenth meeting would be held virtually in April 2021. 
 

17.  AOB 
41 The Advisory Board acknowledges the difficulties experienced by several AB members regarding 

internet connectivity and being able to fully participate in online meetings and called on the CTCN to 
continue its efforts to support AB members.  

42 Ms. Cathy Yitong Li, the representative of the constituency of youth NGOs, spoke on behalf of the 
indigenous people's organizations and the women and gender constituency to indicate their 
aspiration for observer status on the Board, similar to that of other constituencies. It was requested 
that the issue be addressed as part of the review of the Board at COP 26. 

43 The Board took note of and acknowledged new partnerships with funding prospects for the coming 
years, including a contribution of 500,000 Euros from the Republic of Austria pending a final signature 
from the Government of Austria, a contribution of 463,636 USD from the Ministry of the 
Environment of Japan, and a new collaboration with the Islamic Development Bank building on the 
Bank's reverse linkages mechanism and the CTCN's pro-bono approach.  
 

18.  Closure of AB meeting 
44 The Chair of the Advisory Board thanked everyone for their participating in the 16th Advisory Board  

meeting and called the meeting to an end at 15:18 CET.  


