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Regional Context and Issues

• The Indo-Burma Region (Cambodia, Lao PDR, 
Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam) is amongst 
the most vulnerable regions to climate change 

• Climate change projections for the region 
predict increased rainfall during the wet season 
and decreased rainfall in the dry season
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• High local dependence on resources 
from wetlands: water provision for 
agriculture and fisheries for income 
and food security

• Wetland ecosystem services are often 
undervalued and poorly understood



Project Objective
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Establishment of an effective and replicable 

framework for delivery of Nature-based Solutions 

for adaptation and mitigation benefits from existing 

and planned Ramsar sites (wetlands of 

international importance) in the region, including 

through transboundary collaboration

• Implemented from 2016-2022 in 10 focal wetlands in 

Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thailand and Viet Nam



Climate change vulnerability 
assessments for wetlands
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• Developed a CCVA for wetlands to understand the 

impacts of climate change on key species, 

ecosystems and local livelihoods

• Mapped key habitats and resources with community 

and developed seasonal calendars 

• Surveyed current and planned future climate change 

coping mechanisms



Climate change adaptation planning
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• Used results of the CCVA to develop NbS for 

adaptation measures with community members and 

other stakeholders

• Conducted preliminary cost-benefit analysis for each 

measure and completed a priority ranking of options

• Integrated measures into site management plans with 

Ramsar/ protected area authorities for future 

implementation



Small grants to CSOs, universities 
and governments
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• 17 small grants awarded to:

• Implement NbS for adaptation measures identified in 

the adaptation planning process

• Conduct CCVAs in Ramsar sites and other 

nationally-important wetlands in the focal countries 

plus Myanmar



Key Outcomes and next steps
• Established the Indo-Burma Ramsar Regional Initiative to 

provide regional policy coordination and oversee project 
implementation in all 4 countries plus Myanmar
• IBRRI will continue to promote greater understanding and capacity 

building on wetlands for climate change adaptation

• Conducted trainings for 136 government staff and park 
rangers on the importance of wetlands for climate change 
adaptation with MWUN

• Mekong EbA South- Adaptation Fund Project (UNEP, IUCN, 
Thailand and Viet Nam)
• Demonstration of climate change adaptation interventions, with a 

focus on drought and flood management.
• Strengthening regional knowledge and cooperation on climate change 

adaptation in the Greater Mekong Subregion
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