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Introducing the Nexus Approach 
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The Nexus Approach to environmental 

resources' management examines the 

interrelatedness and interdependencies 

of environmental resources and their 

transitions and fluxes across spatial 

scales and between compartments (UNU-

FLORES) 
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How is the Nexus Approach Different 

Not the Nexus Approach 

• Potential for 
improved 
charcoal 

Energy 

• Plantations 
can provide 
wood for 
charcoal 
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• Selling 

charcoal 
provides new 
income 
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The Nexus Approach 

Energy 
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Charcoal PV systems 

Mitigation Food Security 
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Nexus versus the Integrated Approach 

Nexus Approach Integrated Approach 

Balances different needs 

Involves multiple sectors 

Engages stakeholders 

Recognizes the interdependency 

of DIFFERENT resources 

Equally BALANCES the needs of 

multiple sectors 
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Pause for thought 

A colleague approaches you to submit a CTCN Technical Assistance to assess 

the feasibility of building a seawall to protect against storm surges. A seawall 

would certainly help you implement the adaptation elements of your NDC. Who 

else in your Government might be interested in your seawall plans?  

Lesson 1: The Nexus Approach is reliant upon having the right stakeholders 

at the table 



Analytic Needs  



8 

Enabling Environment 

In order to effectively implement the Nexus Approach you need: 

• Data 

• Current and projected future needs 

• Impacts of use change 

• Institutional framework for collaboration 

• Stakeholder engagement 

• Understanding of the drivers of change 

• Mapping of interdependencies and inputs and outputs 
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Requirement to implement Nexus Approach 

Development of policy and governance mechanism 

• Need to be more inclusive and better coordinated among each other 

• Reduce negative impacts of policies on each individual sector (Saving 
resources, minimizing trade-offs, and enhancing synergies) 

• Identify economic incentives to enable a nexus approach 

 

Encouragement of a broad involvement of stakeholders 

• Allow the stakeholders to jointly trade-offs and identify win-win strategies 
(Government support for innovative research and technology development) 

Source: Bhaduri et al. (2015) 
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Interdependencies 

Grid 
Enhancement 

Increased 
renewables 

New 
income 

Disaster 
management 

Improved 
health 
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Pause for thought 

Retrofitting municipal buildings to increase resilience to extreme weather events 

is an important adaptation activity, especially in coastal cities and island states. 

How can such modernization efforts present an opportunity for climate change 

mitgiation? 

Lesson 2: The Nexus Approach can help balance climate change mitigation 

and adaptation activities 



The Process 
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Step 1 – Identify the cross-sectoral interactions 

Sector 1 

Sector 3 Sector 2 

Nexus target 

- A target that cuts across sectors 

- An entry point to set an integrated 

framework beyond sectors 
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Step 2 – Identify ‘Nexus Targets’ 

• Decision on the Nexus target (SEI, 2014) 

Screen interactions 
among objectives 

Explore the nature 
of interactions 

between objectives 

Identify “Nexus 
targets” between 

sectors 
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Step 3 - Map the Nexus 

Interdependencies 

• Achievement of one objective a pre-

condition to the other 

 

 

Constraints 

• Achievement of one objective limits or 

prevents the achievement of the other 

Reinforcements 

• Achievement of one objective assures or 

strengthens the achievement of another 
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Step 4 - Scenario Planning 

Scenarios describe a set of multiple, equally plausible future developments in an 

inherently uncertain world.  

 

• Highly participatory process 

• Aims towards a shared vision for action 

• Multiple inputs broadens complexity 

• Supports evidence-based decision making 

• Allows for the successful management of transitions 
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Step 5 – Response Development 

Investments 

Policies / 
Regulations 

Technical 
Interventions 

Capacity 
Development 
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