
Country: Cameroon
Organization: Rural Women Development Center
Representative: Nelly Shell, Tchaptcheut Yonga
Email: ruwdec@yahoo.co.uk

Brigade Junction ,Great Soppo, POBox 408 Buea SWR, Cameroon

Financially & technically supported by: GEF Small Grant Program;  
Barefoot College Tilonia, India.

Climate Impact: Emissions reduction through the use of 
solar energy for electricity in 98 households; re-planting of 5000 
indigenous fruit trees on 50ha of deforested land. Awareness rais-
ing on environmental conservation. Reduced human pressure on 
forests, reduced indoor air pollution and environmental hazards.  

Gender Impact: Using a gender approach through the coop-
eration of women’s organizations from 2 south countries : India 
(Barefoot College) and Cameroon. 4 trained grandmother engi-
neers shared their knowledge with 17 local community members 
(12 women, 5 young men).  Additionally, women farmers were 
trained on tree-planting and sustainable production of non-
timber forest products. Women participate equally in decision-
making and implementation. 
Improved household income through reduced electricity costs. 
Women’s empowerment through the creation of green jobs, and 
increased solidarity among community members.

Scalability /replicability: The project will be up-scaled in 2 
more communities with over 300 households (1300 inhabitants). 
The replicability is ensured by the cooperation with Barefoot Col-
lege grandmothers network, as they train grassroots women and 
support local community councils.

South-south, grassroots women based technology transfer  
for solar electricity 

Technical Solutions

Rural Women Development Center 
www.ruwdec.org

Description of the project:  The project is a gender responsive 
green energy project which focuses on providing low cost solar 
electricity to grassroots communities. It is based on south-south   
technology transfer by women organizations with capacity build-
ing on environmental conservation and alternative income gen-
erating activities. It improves community livelihood with 98 solar 
electrified households direct beneficiaries, and 500 inhabitants 
through improved revenues. It empowers women through train-
ings and active participation.
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