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Financial Support: The project has received financial and technical support 
from Global Environment Facility and has recently won US $20,000 from the 
Wangari Maathai Forest Champions Award.

Climate Impact: The project has had the effect of contributing 
to global efforts to reduce global warming and mitigate climate 
change by conserving the natural tropical forest of Rwoho, a 
carbon sink of international significance. This has been done by 
implementing activities aimed at reducing the human footprint 
on the forest and maintaining its integrity. The initiative has 
planted 2 137 hectares of the Rwoho Natural Forest buffer zone 
with 2 374 207 trees absorbing 1 282 200 tons of Carbon  
per rotation (Twenty Year Period). By promoting household  
and school use of fuel efficient stoves, the initiative has reduced  
consumption of woody biomass from the average 147 Kg per 
household per month to 100 Kgs per household per month.  
As a result the initiative has reduced the threat from fire within 
the natural, tropical forest of Rwoho from 76% to 10%.  

Gender Impact: Century old traditional practices have left 
women without education, skills and their own productive  
resources from the land that they toil. This project has taken this 
into account. The initiative promoting honey production is an 
income generating activity that is not labour or capital intensive 
and does not require a lot of land in order to cater to women who 
lack productive resources. Using fuel saving stoves and installing 
water harvesting capacity reduces the workload of women who 
traditionally have the responsibility of gathering fuel wood and 
collecting water. The women are the owners of this initiative and 
they democratically elect their Governing Board annually.  
The initiative is creating awareness and imparting skills to wom-
en in fuel-efficient stove construction. These are marketable skills 
that women can use to get employment to earn a living. 
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Description of the project: Forest-dependent women orga-
nized themselves into groups, communally constructed fuel-saving 
stoves and replaced their kerosene (fossil fuel) lamps with solar 
lighting (an alternative renewable energy). They also constructed 
water harvesting tanks and planted trees. The women established 
forest-based, non-extractive income generating activities like 
beekeeping for honey and medicinal plant cultivation and process-
ing. They also reached out to schools with sustainable livelihood 
practices with the aim of nurturing successive generations in these 
conservation efforts. The initiative creates synergies by implement-
ing recommendations of the Multilateral Environment Agreements 
in an integrated manner.


