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DRR concepts

Disaster Risk

A function of…
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Disasters are not natural slide

Landslide in the Hitardalur valet, Iceland 2018. Miks Mihails Ignats/Shutterstock

A view shows the aftermath of the deadly earthquake in Hatay, Turkey, February 9, 2023. REUTERS/Emilie Madi Informal settlements. Preventionweb.net

disasters are not natural
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Understanding Risk
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Resilience

Ability/capacity of a system in resisting, absorbing, buffering and 

recovering from effects of hazard in a timely efficient manner
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Global Trends - A Changing Environment

Inter-dependency and complexity of risk drivers: 

▪ Climate change - more frequent and more extreme events

▪ Resource scarcity and degradation (land, water, food, energy, biodiversity)

▪ Increasing risk of “unchecked” urbanization coupled with high exposure of population 

and assets in high-risk areas.

▪ Increasing governance challenges, coordination, accountability, legislations, 

institutional mechanisms, migration, conflict, all affecting human security

▪ Equity, poverty, inclusion – all being fundamental development challenges contributing 

to vulnerability

▪ COVID-19 pandemic - millions driven into poverty
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Climate and Disaster Risks

▪ Low progress in reducing emissions → Need to prepare for a world 
beyond 1.5°→ Increase in magnitude, intensity and frequency of 
extreme events

▪ Climate change impacts and risks becoming increasingly complex - 
climate hazards to occur simultaneously, and multiple climatic and 
non-climatic risks to interact, resulting in compounding risk

▪ Increased evidence of maladaptation (i.e., adaptation that creates 
risks, even if reducing others) – observed across many sectors and 
regions, creating lock-ins of vulnerability, exposure and risks

▪ Variability across countries and regions → Implications on planning 
processes
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The Growing Human and Economic Cost of Disasters

Human Cost of Disasters: an overview of the last 20 years 2000-2019 (UNDRR, CRED 2020)
Available at https://www.undrr.org/publication/human-cost-disasters-overview-last-20-years-
2000-2019  
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Climate and disaster risk – driving inequality and crises

▪ Hazards and climate change do not affect everyone equally.

▪ Climate and disaster risks do not exist in a vacuum – they exacerbate existing 

vulnerabilities and other risks, and can themselves be exacerbated by instability and 

shocks.
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Towards System Risk Governance
“Innovation curve” – from destructive to regenerative approaches

UN, 2019: The Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction (GAR) 2019
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The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030

• Adopted at the Third UN World Conference on Disaster 
Risk Reduction on March 18, 2015

• Endorsed by the UN General Assembly on 15 May 2015

• 15-year, voluntary, non-binding agreement with 
4 Priorities for Action and 7 Global Targets

• Recognizes that the State has the primary role to reduce 
disaster risk but that responsibilities are to be shared 
with other stakeholders including local government and 
the private sector.

Intended outcome: The substantial reduction of disaster risk and losses in lives, 
livelihoods and health and in the economic, physical, social, cultural and environmental 
assets of persons, businesses, communities and countries.



SFDRR Priorities
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SFDRR 7 targets
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Mid-Term Review of the Sendai Framework (2023)

Mid-Term Review of the Sendai Framework (2023)
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30 years of global disaster and climate governance 
Pre-1970s: AD-HOC 
DISASTER RESPONSE

1970s-1990s: HUMANITARIAN 
ARCHITECTURE 

PREPAREDNESS-CENTRIC DRR
RISK-INFORMED 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
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Growing need for:

Data and Risk 
Information

Integrated 
Governance

Resource 
Optimization

Coherent 
Monitoring

Whole of Society 
Approach
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Recommendations to integrate climate change adaptation, sustainable 
development and disaster risk reduction

▪ Using the process to formulate and implement national adaptation plans as a framework for 
practical integration of the three post-2015 agendas across various sectors and levels of 
governance;

▪ Joint decision-making processes, tools, metrics and strategies;

▪ Ensuring that relevant data, science and knowledge, including traditional knowledge, is generated 
and made available to inform progress collectively across the agendas;

▪ Working in coordination, collaboration and cooperation with all relevant stakeholders, including 
local governments and communities, to ensure that the three agendas are successfully achieved 
with complementarity and efficiency of efforts; 

▪ Taking a systems approach to integrating efforts and looking for cross-cutting entry points such 
as risk management.
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Cross-cutting principles

“As we embark on this great collective journey, we pledge that no one 
will be left behind. Recognizing that the dignity of the human person 
is fundamental, we wish to see the goals and targets met for all 
nations and peoples and for all segments of society. And we will 
endeavour to reach the furthest behind first." 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (para. 4)
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Importance of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion in the Sendai Framework
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Inclusion at the heart of resilience
Tools and resources:
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With the support of

Thank You
UNDRR

Global Education and Training Institute (GETI) 

4F Songdo G-Tower, 

175 Art Center-daero, 

Yeonsu-gu, Incheon 

Republic of Korea

undrr-incheon@un.org 
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