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Minutes of the third meeting of the Advisory Board of the Climate Technology Centre and Network (CTCN)
19-21 March 2014
UN City, Marmorvej 51, 2100 Copenhagen Ø, Denmark

  
1. Opening of the meeting

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Third meeting of the Advisory Board of the Climate Technology Centre and Network (hereinafter referred as the Advisory Board) was held on 19-21 March in the UN City, Copenhagen, Denmark.

The meeting was opened and chaired by Mr. Griffin Thompson, USA, Chair of the Advisory Board, who was supported by Mr. Fred Machulu Onduri, Uganda, Vice Chair of the Advisory Board.

New Advisory Board members Mr. Kunihiko Shimada, Vice Chair of the Technology Executive Committee (TEC) and Mr. Jukka Uosukainen, Director of the CTCN were welcomed.  The Advisory Board congratulated Mr. Mark Radka for his contributions to the CTCN as interim Director.
 
2. Welcoming the CTCN Director

Mr. Uosukainen, who was unanimously endorsed as Director of the CTCN in accordance with paragraphs 45-48 of the Advisory Board Rules of Procedure, provided a brief overview of his past experience and positions, including most recently having been a member of the TEC.  He expressed his excitement to be the CTCN Director and pledged to do his best to create a responsive CTCN.

3. Organizational matters

a. Adoption of the agenda
The provisional agenda prepared by the CTCN interim team, and circulated prior to the meeting was adopted by the Advisory Board.

b. Minutes of the second meeting
The draft minutes of the second Advisory Board meeting were approved by the Advisory Board. 

c. Organization of the work of the meeting
As per the Advisory Board Rules of Procedure the meeting was open to observers, both Parties and accredited observer organizations, and webcasted on the CTCN interim website. The Advisory Board took note of the organization of the work of the meeting.
 

4. Readout of CTCN activities at COP19, Warsaw, 11-22 November 2013

Mr. Zitouni Ould-Dada, Head of Technology Unit in UNEP Energy Branch provided an overview of the 19th session of the UNFCCC Conference of the Parties held in Warsaw, Poland on 11-22 November 2013.

He reported on CTCN-related events that took place during the session, including: i) CTCN side event, ii) TNA outcomes side event, iii) NAMA side event, iv) Caring for Climate side event, v) meeting with representatives from the European Union.  Remarks were made that, during these events, awareness of the CTCN was raised and announcements were made that the CTCN was open for business.

Ms. Wanna Tanunchaiwatana, Technology Sub-Programme Manager, UNFCCC secretariat complemented the report by adding that the achievement and potential of the Technology Mechanism and its bodies, the TEC and the CTCN, were acknowledged by the Parties at COP19.  In particular, the CTCN has made a substantial achievement with its modalities and procedures being adopted.

The Advisory Board took note of the report.

5. Feedback from 8th TEC meeting, Bonn 5-7 March 2014
  
Mr. Gabriel Blanco, Chair of the Technology Executive Committee (TEC), provided an update on the composition of the TEC with himself as the new Chair, Mr. Shimada as the new Vice Chair, as well as a renewal of the TEC members.  He also indicated that the TEC was pleased to have the CTCN present at its meeting to provide an update on the activities of the CTCN, including the number of NDEs.  Mr. Blanco presented the 2014-2015 TEC work plan which he described as ambitious and comprehensive.  He also highlighted the creation of 6 task forces (TNAs, enablers and barriers, adaptation, mitigation, emerging and crosscutting issues, links to financial mechanisms) that will have representation from different organizations.

Mr. Shimada, Vice Chair of the TEC, invited the Chair and Vice Chair of the CTCN to participate in the next TEC meeting.  He also encouraged the nomination of relevant experts to the task forces formulated under TEC, once operational.  In addition, a suggestion was made that the TEC and CTCN jointly hold a Technology Mechanism side event at the upcoming session on 4-15 June, Bonn, Germany.

The Advisory Board took note of the outcome of the 8th meeting of the TEC and the possibility of holding a joint TEC/CTCN Technology Mechanism side event.






6. Report by UNEP on its activities to support the full operationalization of the CTCN
 
6.1	Support and training for NDEs

Mr. Mark Radka, ex-interim Director of the CTCN, made a presentation on the logistical, staffing, and funding status of the CTCN.  He also provided an update on the training and support provided to NDEs, including regional NDE training workshops in Asia and Anglophone Africa.

The Advisory Board reacted positively to the outcomes of the NDE training workshops held to date and acknowledged the guidance paper for Annex I NDEs.  The Advisory Board suggested the following concerning the future work of the CTCN to support NDEs:

· Future training workshops should be updated, reflecting the experiences and feedback from workshops already held
· The CTCN should take into consideration the varying needs and abilities of NDEs and, in particular, the needs of LDCs
· Languages other than English, Spanish or French, such as Portuguese should be accommodated, as appropriate, and while balancing needs with costs

6.2	Requests for CTCN support received from NDEs

Mr. Uosukainen made a presentation on the requests for CTCN support received from NDEs, including potential requests to the CTCN based on discussions with countries.  He also highlighted the NDE manual which provides guidance on the CTCN request process and CTCN services.

The Advisory Board concluded that the CTCN will report back to the Advisory Board on its activities in accordance with paragraph 19 of decision 2/CP.17 Annex VII (Terms of Reference of the CTCN) following which the Advisory Board will be able to comment on the reporting approach of the CTCN.

6.3	Network

6.3.1	Current list of institutions who expressed interest

Mr. Rene Van Berkel, Chief of the Cleaner and Sustainable Production Unit, UNIDO, made a presentation on the formation of the Network.  He highlighted that the CTCN has 3 Network members to date and is assessing applications from 6 other organizations.

The Advisory Board requested the CTCN to report to the Advisory Board at its next meeting, a summary of observations on the obstacles in establishing the network and recommend any element of the criteria that requires adjustments based on its experience in assessing membership applications.
6.3.2	Adjustment to the “Criteria for establishing the network”

Mr. Van Berkel brought forward a recommendation to revise one of the criteria for establishing the Network that was approved by the Advisory Board at its second meeting; specifically, criterion 4 which refers to “pending judicial processes or past convictions for malpractice and/or fraud”.

The Advisory Board decided to remove criterion 4.  In order to incorporate some reference to moral and ethical conduct in the Network application process, the Advisory Board decided to include the following in the declaration statement of the Network application form:

“I declare that my organization will respect local laws and will not engage in any form of corrupt practices.  Furthermore, I declare that my organization adheres to the highest standard of moral and ethical conduct.”

6.4	Knowledge Management System

Mr. Onduri chaired and made some opening remarks on the item of developing a Knowledge Management System (KMS) for the CTCN.  Mr. Ron Benioff, NREL, gave a presentation on the CTCN KMS which was well received by the Advisory Board.  The Advisory Board acknowledged with appreciation the progress made and the core elements of the KMS.

The Advisory Board recommended the CTCN secretariat to consider the following:

· Establish close links with the UNFCCC’s TT:Clear (now called Technology Information Clearing House)
· What is the unique added value of the CTCN KMS
· Clear guidance should be provided on how to use the various levels of CTCN assistance
· NDEs are the main audience but are not the only audience
· Need to be mindful and manage the costs, which should be limited to the real needs and usage of the system

Mr. Onduri closed the session by acknowledging that the KMS is still a work in progress.

7. Strategic issues and mandated deliverables for SB40 and COP20

Ms. Tanunchaiwatana of the UNFCCC secretariat was invited to provide a brief update on the COP19 outcome and background regarding the mandated deliverables of the CTCN for COP 20.  The Advisory Board was informed that at the closing of the previous SBSTA/SBI meeting, agreement was not reached on the joint report of the TEC and CTCN for 2013 and this was duly reported to the COP which decided that a draft decision on the 2013 joint report will be revisited at SB40 for approval at COP20.  Thus, the 2013 and 2014 joint reports are to be approved at COP20.  

7.1	GEF support to the CTCN

Mr. Ould-Dada introduced the session by referring to the relevant COP decision.   He briefed the Advisory Board on the fact that the GEF submitted a proposal at COP19 on funding the CTCN and on the on-going dialogue that has taken place between the GEF and the CTCN.

Mr. Franck Jesus, GEF, gave a presentation on the potential GEF support for the operationalization and activities of the CTCN.  He reported that: i) under GEF-5, there is $2 million remaining in the global set aside, ii) under GEF-5, there is also $150 million available from country allocations, iii) amounts available under GEF-6 will depend on the replenishment outcome, but may be less than what was committed for the last replenishment period.  Key points from Mr. Jesus’ presentation included:

· The GEF can provide grant funding to projects or programs provided they achieve concrete and estimated climate change benefits (mitigation or adaptation):
· The GEF shall operate […] for the purpose of providing new and additional grant and concessional funding to meet the agreed incremental costs of measures to achieve agreed global environmental benefits” (Instrument for the Establishment of the Restructured Global Environment Facility, October 2011, paragraph 2).
· Additional guidance from the recent GEF Independent Evaluation Office’s Annual Report on Impact (November 2013):
· Projects with high impact: comprehensive approaches to address market barriers (product quality, more and better suppliers, more demand, cost reduction) and specifically targeted supportive policy frameworks (ensure project results and activities are sustained, can be replicated, and scaled up).
· Suggested modalities for a stronger CTCN collaboration with financing institutions:
· Share the results of CTCN requests responses with Development Banks, GEF
· Modalities for Development Banks to respond to bankable requests from NDEs
· CTCN as a facilitator to help countries identify appropriate support/financing institution and support application to these

Following the presentation, the Chair suggested invoking paragraph 56 of the Advisory Board Rules of Procedure to discuss this topic in a closed session.  The Advisory Board decided that a closed session discussion would take place on the topic of GEF support to the CTCN.


Upon re-opening of the session to observers, the Chair summarized the decisions of the Advisory Board as follows:

· The CTCN will continue proceeding with a proposal to secure the $2 million global set aside under GEF-5;
· The CTCN will not pursue GEF-5 financing from the uncommitted country allocations;
· The  CTCN Director will  submit a proposal to the GEF Executive Management  on the support for the CTCN in GEF-6 The CTCN Director, Mr. Uosukainen, and the Chair of the Advisory Board, Mr Fred Onduri, to attend the next GEF council meeting.
  
 7.2	Annual report of the CTCN to COP20: Procedures for the preparation of the joint annual report of the TEC and CTCN for 2013 and 2014

The Advisory Board agreed that the joint annual report of the TEC and the CTCN for 2014 be addressed by the new CTCN Chair and Vice Chair in conjunction with the TEC Chair and Vice Chair and be included in the agenda for the next Advisory Board meeting.
   
8. Outreach and communications

Mr. Ould-Dada provided an update on the outreach and communications activities of the CTCN.  He elaborated on the expert dialogues conducted in various regions to determine the needs of each region.  He also emphasized that the CTCN has various outreach materials available for Advisory Board members to assist in their CTCN outreach activities.

The CTCN took note of the various suggestions provided by the Advisory Board and observers for enhancing the outreach and communications activities of the CTCN.  

9. Other matters:

9.1	Transition of Advisory Board Membership

The Chair announced that current ENGO, RINGO, and BINGO representatives will retire as of the end of this meeting.  Ms. Neth Dano, Ms. Heleen de Coninck, and Mr. Jean-Yves Caneill were thanked for their contributions to the Advisory Board.

Mr. Griff Thompson, the Chair, announced that he completes his term as the Chair at the close of the meeting.

Mr. Fred Machulu Onduri, the Vice Chair was welcomed as the new Chair, in line with the Advisory Board Rules of Procedure. 

Mr. Matthew Kennedy was nominated by Annex I countries as the new Vice Chair.

The Advisory Board thanked out-going Chair, Mr. Griffin Thompson, for his work in leading the Advisory Board through the formative period of the CTCN.

9.2	Date and venue of the next meeting

The Advisory Board agreed to meet for its 4th meeting on 8-10 October 2014 in Copenhagen, with agenda to be defined at a later date.

The Advisory Board took note of the suggestion made by the Chair of the TEC, Mr. Blanco, that future Advisory Board meetings be held in developing countries, back to back with other events and meetings where possible.
  
9.3	Other matters.

No other matters were discussed.

10. Closure of the meeting

The Chair thanked the Advisory Board Members, observers and Climate Technology Centre interim team for their efforts, and adjourned the meeting.





