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from the forestry sector using Earth observation in Samoa

SURVEY ON REDD+ READINESS ASSESSMENT FOR SAMOA

Background

Samoa has demonstrated its commitment to forest protection and its role as a
greenhouse gas sink through a range of government initiatives. These measures
include the creation of National Parks, the prohibition of commercial Jogging, the initiation of
reforestation programs, and the implementation of community forestry initiatives. The
emphasis on forest protection is deemed essential for preserving Samoa's indigenous
species, sustaining biodiversity habitats, and enhancing its capacity as a sink for greenhouse
gases. The combined efforts contribute significantly to the safeguarding of Samoa's valuable
forest resources. Recent updates in Samoa's NDC include plans to expand agroforestry
to an additional 5 percent of agricultural land, to manage forests sustainably and
increase total forest cover by 2 percent by 2030. Samoa remains committed to addressing
climate change, preserving its forests, and achieving its NDC targets through a combination
of local initiatives and international cooperation.

The Purpose of the Survey on REDD+ Readiness of Samoa

Within the context of Samoa’s dedication to Sustainable Forest Management, this
survey is prepared to understand and measure Samoa’s readiness on core activities
for REDD+, which is also included in its recent NDC as part of its efforts to address
climate change. At the heart of the Readiness assessment is a self-examination by REDD+
country stakeholders to take stock of the activities and previous attempts for REDD+
preparation phase. The results of the readiness assessment documents the country’s overall
readiness, captures lessons learned, and assesses remaining gaps, and identifies activities
for the way forward to transitioning to the implementation of performance-based activities
(FCPF, 2013). The survey enables to capture diverse perspectives of REDD+
stakeholders in Samoa, and the finding could be put to use for further identifying its
needs, requirements and challenges in establishing the foundation for REDD+

implementation in Samoa.

The following sections provide a guide on the Readiness assessment Survey

® Section | provides a brief overview of forest issues in Samoa
® Section Il reiterates previous initiative and approaches to Sustainable Forest

Management practice in Samoa
® Section Il outlines survey questionnaire that is designed context-specific to

REDD+ implementation in Samoa
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Section I. Overview of the Samoa’s Forest Issue

1. Drivers of Deforestation and Forest Degradation

In recent years, Samoa, like many other regions worldwide, has been grappling with the
escalating challenges and problems associated with deforestation and forest degradation.
The remaining natural forests of Samoa, vital pockets of biodiversity and ecological
significance, face a threat as the specter of deforestation and forest degradation looms large
over the archipelago. Covering a mere 37.2 percent of the country's total land area, these
indigenous forests, primarily nestled in steep, remote, and inaccessible regions, serve as
~crucial conservation and protected areas. However, the alarming statistics reveal a troubling
trend; during the 1990s. Samoa witnessed a deforestation rate of approximately 3,000
hectares annually, translating to a staggering 2.1 percent per year - a figure that
resonates prominently on the global scale.

Direct drivers of deforestation encompass immediate human activities impacting
forest cover, such as agriculture expansion, infrastructure extension, and wood
extraction. These actions are interlinked with economic growth derived from exporting
primary commodities and meeting the increasing global demand for timber and agricultural
products. Govemment-led large-scale developments targeting forested areas, previously
reserved for their rich blodlversFlty often i involve the bulldozmg of roads, prowdlng convenient
access for loggers to exploit these ecosystems. R

o The case of Salelologa, a new town on the Island of Savaii, where the
government's claim to nearly 3,000 acres of virgin forest for the new town
development proceeded without undergoing the necessary environmental impact
assessment.

In contrast, indirect drivers encompass a broader spectrum of factors, including demographic,
economic, technological, institutional, and socio-cultural influences. The insights derived from
the "National Workshop on the Underlying Causes of Deforestation and Forest Degradation
in Samoa" conducted in 2002 shed light on various root causes of forest degradation. These
include issues such as poverty, thuggge__oi_ weak and outdated legislative
frameworks, inadequate monitoring systems, government pnvatlzatlon of public
goods like native rainforests, and a paradigm_ shift in values toward unsustamable

e R
consumption and production patterns. The Mon of quick cash from forest
harvesting over the long-term value of forest resources emerged as a significant concemn

identified in the workshop.




CTCN TA: Developing a framework and methodology to carbon sinks
from the forestry sector using Earth observation in Samoa

2. Previous Initiatives and Approaches to Sustainable Forest Management

Samoa has demonstrated its commitment to forest protection and its role as a
greenhouse gas sink through a range of government initiatives. These measures
include the creation of National Parks, the prohibition of commercial logging, the initiation of
reforestation programs, and the implementation of community forestry initiatives. The
emphasis on forest protection is deem ssential for preserving Samoa's indigenous
species, sustaining biodiversity habitat .-and enhancing its capacity as a sink for greenhouse
gases. The combined efforts contribute significantly to the safeguarding of Samoa’s valuable
forest resources.

Recent updates in Samoa's NDC include plans to expand agroforestry to an additional
5 percent of agricultural land by 2030, relative to 2018. This expansion is expected to
contribute to various ecosystem services, such as protecting crops from cyclone damage,
diversifying agricultural incomes, and reducing riverine flood risk. Additionally, Samoa aims
to manage forests sustainably and increase total forest cover by 2 percent by 2030,
relative to 2013'. Responsible forest management and afforestation are anticipated to
moderate stream flow, protect indigenous ecosystems, preserve cultural values, and maintain
the supply of non-timber forest products.

To achieve these targets, Samoa plans to promote agroforestry through awareness-
raising activities, leveraging traditional knowledge and providing targeted support.
The government of Samoa has prioritized a 2 million tree campaign, successfully achieving
this target and extending it to a 3 million target. This initiative contributes to sustainable forest
management and the gradual increase of total forest cover.

The GHG Inventory for 2022, currently being finalized, will include estimates of COz removais
in forests, albeit with uncertainties due to potential changes in forest area during the inventory
period. While Samoa actively participates in global discussions addressing these
challenges, the existing data gap hinders the transiation of these discussions into
tangible, practical actions at the national level.

Despite challenges and uncertainties, Samoa remains committed to addressing climate
change, preserving its forests, and achieving its NDC targets through a combination of local
initiatives and international cooperation. Along with the external financial support for
expanding forest areas, technical assistance and consent from landholders will be
also critical for the success of the agroforestry program.

1 AFOLU: Reduct GHG emissions in the sector by 26 percent in 2030 compared to 2007 levels (or by 35.2Gg
COqe compared to the new reference year levels once the GHG emissions inventory is updated. It aims to
reach the target by reforestation, forest restoration and promoting agroforestry.
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Section Il. REDD+ Readiness Assessment Survey Guideline

There is no single framework or criteria used in various readiness studies, and this in a way
means that there is no universal definition of who is ready for REDD+. it shouid be considered
that although countries are using similar readiness funding sources, they are at different
stages of readiness (ISU, 201; UN-REDD and FCPF, 2012) and have different own priorities

(Johns, Johnson & Greenglass, 2010).

Against this backdrop, this survey was prepared by incorporating different REDD+
assessment surveys which are largely adapted from UN-REDD FCPF’s framework. For each
sub-component it provides general guidance on what to consider when answering and
addressing the respective assessment criteria, as well as identifying supporting information
which may be useful to inform the assessment.

Guide for REDD+ Specific Questions

® For each subcomponent, general guidance is provided under each category on
what to consider when addressing the respective assessment criteria, as well as
identifying supporting information which maybe useful to inform the assessment.
® Please refer the description under each category to better comprehend the

questions.
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Section Ill. REDD+ Readiness Assessment Questionnaire ,

Respondent Details

Name Mﬂ%-(:%\,\% QL.S,M POUJ'

Affiliation | 15, U@ th(ﬁ/ ’f )ggj;wgﬂ Rettouqoc and Brviommed -

Position A“AM &44 E’{zdu’lﬁdf/ Wa«’ F"(Mr-

E-mailiTel | Lolucy.x. bmJA@nmre,}f‘} We /‘f o 5104 5T

Address | AT Q,wl&uﬁ L5 A krwt Cﬂmpau

Self-Rating questionnaire

Rating Description Conditions
0-1 Low/Poor not yet discussed
>1-2 Medium/Fair is being discussed
>2 High/Good issues around it are agreed in principle
3 Very High/Very Good | Already exist on a good term

Note: Please indicate to the rating scale used in assessing REDD+ readiness functions and

indicators.

1. The Concept REDD+ and Carbon Forestry

Rating

Sub-component

>1-

2

>2

Narrative Assessment

How much are you aware of
Reducing Emission from
Deforestation and Forest
Degradation, Sustainable
Management of Forests,
Enhancement of Carbon Stocks and
Conservation of forests (REDD+)
mechanism?

How many of your country/state
officers have been f{rained on
REDD+ and REDD+ projects?
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How much aware of the
implementation phases of REDD+?

- Depending on your level of
understanding/awareness,
which phase do you think
Samoa is in?

How much are you aware of the 5
components of REDD+?

2. Forest Monitoring and Baselines

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | >1- | »2 Narrative Assessment
2
What isfare the major purpose of
forest monitoring in Samoa? 2
Does Samoa GHG inventory collect \

carbon monitoring?

Are working Plan inventory staff
trained in carbon monitoring?

If so, how many dedicated staff
members does this team have

>
If not, is there any other local agency
that you utilize for?

2>

Does your depariment have a
dedicated Remote Sensing
(RS)/GIS team?

If so, what is the extent of use of
RS/GIS in forest monitoring?

Is there a centralized DB/system to
store inventory data (working plan
or other) in $amoa?

If so, is this data accessible to non-
departmental stakeholders  for
potential project development?

>

3. Socio-Economic Monitoring/Safeguards

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | >1- | >2 Narrative Assessment
2
What are the major source
forestry related sfcio-econznc:c ya SMM«E‘WQ @W‘Jw LV‘?V
data in Samoa? € C SFTMFKK\ .
How would you rate the availability -
and access to these socio-economic o3

data sets?

W 78
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Is the available socio econcmic data
sufficient to identify historical drivers
of forest change (e.g.: amount of
firewood collected, extent to grazing
etc)

Does the accessible data capture
relationship between change in
forest cover and socio-economic
condition?

2

4. Biodiversity Monitorin

g/Safeguards

Sub-component

Rating

0-1

>1-
2

>2

Narrative Assessment

What are the major sources of forest
floral biodiversity data in Samoa?

"

bl ladion and Qo?o«{? Dotz pese

What are the major sources of forest
faunal biodiversity data in your
Samoa?

Publeation, Lofpors aud Dalebase

How would you rate the availability
and access to these biodiversity
data sets in Samoa?

5. Biodiversity Monitorin

g/Safeguards

Rating

Sub-component

0-1

>1-
2

»2

Narrative Assessment

In your understanding, which is the
preferred institutional structure for

benefit sharing in your State/UT?

>

REDD+ Specific Questions

1a. National REDD+ Management Arrangements

= This part of the question focuses on national REDD+ management arrangements

and its effectiveness in fulfilling core functions.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »1- | »2 Narrative Assessment
2
1. Accountability and 0
transparency
2. Operating mandate and
budget 0
3. Multi-sector coordinating
mechanisms and cross- O
sector collaboration
4, Technical supervision o

capacity




5. Feedback and grievance 0
mechanism

1b. Consultations, Participation and Outreach
< This part of the question focuses on how consultation, participation, and outreach
are conducted around the issue of REDD+ and this intends to review how
consultations with key stakeholders perform to ensure participation of different social
groups, transparency, and accountability of decision-making.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | >1- | >2 3 Narrative Assessment
2
6. Participation and
engagement of key 0
stakeholders
7. Consultation processes ()
8. Information sharing and
accessibility of information |
9. Implementation and public
disclosure of consultation h
outcomes

2a. Assessment of Land Use, Land Use Change Drivers, Forest Law and Governance

= This part of the question focuses on the causal relationship between the economic,

legal, policy setting of Samoa and associated pattems of land-use change,
deforestation and forest degradation.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »1- | »2 3 Narrative Assessment
2

10. Assessment and analysis ;

11. Prioritization of direct and
indirect drivers/barriers to
forest carbon stock 0
enhancement

12. Links between
drivers/barriers and REDD+ 0
activities

13. Action plans to address
natural resource rights, land {
tenure, governance

14. Implications for forest law .)'
and policy

2b. Strategy Options
> This part should convey how REDD+ fits into the context of a country’s national

development framework and path.




Sub-component

Narrative Assessment

15. Selection and prioritization
of REDD+ strategy options

16. Feasibility assessment

17. Implications of strategy
options on existing sectoral
policies

2c. Implementation Framework
< Country-specific solutions need fo define the role of government, landowners, and
other participants in REDD+ transactions, to share and deliver REDD+ benefits

(e.g., to local communities), to respect the rights of Indigenous people and forest-
dependent communities. Please provide under each sub-component on how Samoa

is prepared in this regard.

Sub-component

Rating

»1- »2
2

Narrative Assessment

1. Adoption and
implementation of
legislation/regulations

2. Guidelines for
implementation

6

Benefit-sharing mechanism

0

Ealbo

National REDD+ registry
and monitoring system

0

2d. Social and Environmental Impacts
9 Is there any national legislative requirements related to safeguards or the
management of social or environmental risks and impacts? If so, please rate as per

its readiness level.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | >1- | »2 Narrative Assessment
2

1. Analysis of social and

environmental safeguard 2

issues
2. REDD+ strategy design 0

with respect to impacts
3. Environmental and social y-

management framework

Subcomponent 3 — Reference Emission Level




<> Estimates of changes in forest area and carbon content over time and the
corresponding emissions to and uptake from the atmosphere are used to measure
the performance of REDD+ policy interventions. Please provide detail, as per
Samoa’s recent establishment of FRL.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »1- | >»2 3 Narratlve Assessment
2
1. Demonstration of
methodology {
2. Use of historical data and
adjustment for national 1
circumstances
3. Technical feasibility of the
methodological approach,
and consistency with 2
UNFCCC/IPCC guidance
and guidelines

Subcomponent 4a — National Forest Monitoring System
=» This part of the question focuses on progress made in designing and developing
operational forest monitoring system.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »>1- | >2 3 Narrative Assessment
2

1. Documentation of .

monitoring approach [
2. Demonstration of early

system implementation l
3. Institutional arrangements |

and capacities

Subcomponent 4b — Information system on muiltiple benefits, other impacts,
governance and safeguards

< Please draw upon the outcomes of the dialogues with key stakeholders and

documentation.
Rating
Sub-component 01 | »1- | »2 3 Narrative Assessment
2

1. Identification of relevant
non-carbon aspects, and
social and environmental
issues

2. Monitoring, reporting and ¢ !
information sharing
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3. Institutional arrangements l
and capacities
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SURVEY ON REDD+ READINESS ASSESSMENT FOR SAMOA

Background

Samoa has demonstrated its commitment to forest protection and its role as a
greenhouse gas sink through a range of government initiatives. These measures
include the creation of National Parks, the prohibition of commercial logging, the initiation of
reforestation programs, and the implementation of community forestry initiatives. The
emphasis on forest protection is deemed essential for preserving Samoa's indigenous
species, sustaining biodiversity habitats, and enhancing its capacity as a sink for greenhouse
gases. The combined efforts contribute significantly to the safeguarding of Samoa’s valuable
forest resources. Recent updates in Samoa's NDC include plans to expand agroforestry
to an additional 5 percent of agricultural land, to manage forests sustainably and
increase total forest cover by 2 percent by 2030. Samoa remains committed to addressing
climate change, preserving its forests, and achieving its NDC targets through a combination
of local initiatives and international cooperation.

The Purpose of the Survey on REDD+ Readiness of Samoa

Within the context of Samoa’s dedication to Sustainable Forest Management, this
survey is prepared to understand and measure Samoa’s readiness on core activities
for REDD+, which is also included in its recent NDC as part of its efforts to address
climate change. At the heart of the Readiness assessment is a self-examination by REDD+
country stakeholders to take stock of the activities and previous attempts for REDD+
preparation phase. The results of the readiness assessment documents the country’s overall
readiness, captures lessons leamed, and assesses remaining gaps, and identifies activities
for the way forward to transitioning to the implementation of performance-based activities
(FCPF, 2013). The survey enables to capture diverse perspectives of REDD+
stakeholders in Samoa, and the finding could be put to use for further identifying its
needs, requirements and challenges in establishing the foundation for REDD+
implementation in Samoa.

Contents

The following sections provide a guide on the Readiness assessment Survey

@ Section | provides a brief overview of forest issues in Samoa
® Section Il reiterates previous initiative and approaches to Sustainable Forest

Management practice in Samoa
@ Section Il outlines survey questionnaire that is designed context-specific to

REDD+ impiementation in Samoa

A g @CTCN
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Section |. Overview of the Samoa’s Forest Issue

1. Drivers of Deforestation and Forest Degradation

In recent years, Samoa, like many other regions worldwide, has been grappling with the
escalating challenges and problems associated with deforestation and forest degradation.
The remaining natural forests of Samoa, vital pockets of biodiversity and ecological
significance, face a threat as the specter of deforestation and forest degradation looms large
over the archipelago. Covering a mere 37.2 percent of the country’s total land area, these
indigenous forests, primarily nestled in steep, remote, and inaccessible regions, serve as
crucial conservation and protected areas. However, the alarming statistics reveal a troubling
trend; during the 1990s. Samoa witnessed a deforestation rate of approximately 3,000
hectares annually, transiating to a staggering 2.1 percent per year - a figure that
resonates prominently on the global scale.

Direct drivers of deforestation encompass immediate human activities impacting
forest cover, such as agriculture expansion, infrastructure extension, and wood
extraction. These actions are interlinked with economic growth derived from exporting
primary commodities and meeting the increasing global demand for timber and agricultural
products. Government-led large-scale developments targeting forested areas, previously
reserved for their rich biodiversity, often involve the bulldozing of roads, providing convenient
access for loggers to exploit these ecosystems.

= The case of Salelologa, a new town on the Isiand of Savaii, where the
government's claim to nearly 3,000 acres of virgin forest for the new town
development proceeded without undergoing the necessary environmental impact
assessment.

In contrast, indirect drivers encompass a broader spectrum of factors, including demographic,
economic, technological, institutional, and socio-cultural influences. The insights derived from
the "National Workshop on the Underlying Causes of Deforestation and Forest Degradation
in Samoa" conducted in 2002 shed light on various root causes of forest degradation. These
include issues such as poverty, the presence of weak and outdated legislative
frameworks, inadequate monitoring systems, government privatization of public
goods like native rainforests, and a paradigm shift in values toward unsustainable
consumption and production patterns. The prioritization of quick cash from forest
harvesting over the long-term value of forest resources emerged as a significant concern
identified in the workshop.
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2. Previous Initiatives and Approaches to Sustainable Forest Management

Samoa has demonstrated its commitment to forest protection and its role as a
greenhouse gas sink through a range of government initiatives. These measures
include the creation of National Parks, the prohibition of commercial logging, the initiation of
reforestation programs, and the implementation of community forestry initiatives. The
emphasis on forest protection is deemed essential for preserving Samoa's indigenous
species, sustaining biodiversity habitats, and enhancing its capacity as a sink for greenhouse
gases. The combined efforts contribute significantly to the safeguarding of Samoa’s valuable
forest resources.

Recent updates in Samoa's NBC include plans to expand agroforestry to an additional
5 percent of agricultural land by 2838, relative te 2818. This expansion is expected to
contribute to various ecosystem services, such as pretecting crops from cyclone damage,
diversifying agricultural incemes, and reducing riverine flood risk. Additionally, Samoa aims
to manage forests sustainably and increase total forest cover by 2 percent by 2030,
relative to 2013". Respensible ferest management and afforestation are anticipated to
moderate stream flow, pretect indigeneus ecesystems, preserve cultural values, and maintain
the supply of non-timber ferest preducts.

To achieve these targets, Samoa plans to promote agroforestry through awareness-
raising activities, leveraging traditional knowledge and providing targeted support.
The government of Samoa has prioritized a 2 million tree campaign, successfully achieving
this target and extending it to a 3 million target. This initiative contributes to sustainable forest
management and the gradual increase of total forest cover.

The GHG inventory for 2022, currently being finalized, will include estimates of CO2 removals
in forests, albeit with uncertainties due to potential changes in forest area during the inventory
period. While Samoa actively participates in global discussions addressing these
challenges, the existing data gap hinders the translation of these discussions into
tangible, practical actions at the national level.

Despite challenges and uncertainties, Samoa remains committed to addressing climate
change, preserving its forests, and achieving its NDC targets through a combination of local
initiatives and international cooperation. Along with the external financial support for
expanding forest areas, technical assistance and consent from landhoiders will be
also critical for the success of the agroforestry program.

1 AFOLU; Reduct GHG emissions in the sector by 26 percent in 2030 compared to 2007 levels (or by 35.2Gg
CO-e compared to the new reference year levels once the GHG emissions inventory is updated. It aims to
reach the target by reforestation, forest restoration and promoting agroforestry.
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Section Il. REDD+ Readiness Assessment Survey Guideline

There is no single framework or criteria used in various readiness studies, and this in a way
means that there is no universal definition of who is ready for REDD+. It should be considered
that although countries are using similar readiness funding sources, they are at different
stages of readiness (I1SU, 201; UN-REDD and FCPF, 2012) and have different own priorities

(Johns, Johnson & Greenglass, 2010).

Against this backdrop, this survey was prepared by incorporating different REDD+
assessment surveys which are largely adapted from UN-REDD FCPF's framework. For each
sub-component it provides general guidance on what to consider when answering and
addressing the respective assessment criteria, as well as identifying supporting information
which may be useful to inform the assessment.

Guide for REDD+ Specific Questions

® For each subcomponent, general guidance is provided under each category on
what to consider when addressing the respective assessment criteria, as well as
identifying supporting information which maybe useful to inform the assessment.

® Please refer the description under each category to better comprehend the
questions.
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Section lIl. REDD+ Readiness Assessment Questionnaire

Respondent Details

Name |G esia SYeA.
Affliation ||\ .\ </hvq £ NOahinal Peoownress 2 Bwtrowead
Position | Pvi~ci@-R ©ls wﬁ,ﬁ OfResrt -
Emailel el eosis . o3 (o @uance.gov. s
Address | S o

Self-Rating questionnaire

Rating Description Conditions
0-1 Low/Poor not yet discussed
>1-2 Medium/Fair is being discussed
>2 High/Good issues around it are agreed in principle
3 Very High/Very Good | Already exist on a good term

Note: Please indicate to the rating scale used in assessing REDD+ readiness functions and

indicators.

1. The Concept REDD+ and Carbon Forestry

How much are you aware of

Reducing
Deforestation
Degradation,

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »1- | >2 3 Narrative Assessment
2
Emission from e \ & " k] QD — VJLQMM-&
and Forest R .
Sustainable (-D-l\’\"f“ v~ WAt W NEE
of Forests,

Management

Enhancement of Carbon Stocks and
Conservation of forests (REDD+)

mechanism?

How many of your country/state

officers have been ftrained on [V

REDD+ and REDD+ projects?

Nk eNe M\l’ﬂw&«

wsovle vt~ Hao

e
OQ/”\M ’wc}(:k @:ﬂ' Hte,
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How much aware of the
implementation phases of REDD+?

v

ik 4\‘ L M(

- Depending on your level of

o e

Ao

understanding/awareness, v

which phase do you think ?{\r&

Samoa ig in? A r (], A;* lzvg'} (i~
How much are you aware of the 5 W \ L S s
components of REDD+7 _ W\ .

2. Forest Monitoring and Baselines

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | >1- | »2 Narrative Assessment
2 WAL B —Po~sadvy nb':\f\“n\)v
What is/are the major purpose of N wep o ol T T

forest monitoring in Samoa?

Does Samoa GHG inventory collect
carbon monitoring?

Are working Plan inventory staff
trained in carbon monitoring?

if so, how many dedicated staff
members oesthlsteam.ﬁve )

If not, is there any othér local agency
that you utilize for?
>

Arlﬁ-\»

@M

Does your department have a
dedicated Remote Sensing
(RS)/GIS team?

if so, what is the extent of use of
RS/GIS in forest monitoring?

Is there a centralized DB/system to
store inventory data (working plan
or other) in Samoa?

If so, is this data accessible to non-
departmental stakeholders for
potential pro;ect developmen

(WAL E)

-)AA___ t? M/Q_
Ul f\l.r«dt/ D..nqu

3. Socio-Economic Monitoring/Safeguards

Sub-component

Rating
0-1 | »1- | >2
2

Narrative Assessment

What are the major sources of
foresfry related socio-economic
data in Samoa?

How would you rate the availability
and access to these socio-economic
data sets?

Lades, K Wwosby & Cootpoaly

’
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Is the available socio economic data
sufficient to identify historical drivers .
of forest change (e.g.: amount of \/
firewood collected, extent to grazing
etc)
Does the accessible data capture
relationship between change in v
forest cover and socio-economic
condition?

4. Biodiversity Monitoring/Safeguards

Rating
Sub-component 01 | »1- | >2 3 Narrative Assessment
2

What are the major sources of forest Vv
floral biodiversity data in Samoa?
What are the major sources of forest \/
faunal biodiversity data in vyour
Samoa?

How would you rate the availability .
and access to these biodiversity \/
data sets in Samoa?

5. Biodiversity Monitoring/Safeguards

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »>1- | »2 3 Narrative Assessment
2
In your understanding, which is the >
preferred institutional structure for \/
benefit sharing in your State/UT?

REDD+ Specific Questions

1a. National REDD+ Management Arrangements
= This part of the question focuses on national REDD+ management arrangements
and its effectiveness in fulfilling core functions.

Rating
Sub-component 01 | >1- | =2 3 Narrative Assessment
2
1, Accountability and Nz
fransparency
2. Operating mandate and
budget AWy
3. Multi-sector coordinating
mechanisms and cross- s
gector collaboration
4. Technical supervision
capacity \/
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5.Feedback and grievance
mechanism

v

1b. Consultations, Participation and Outreach

= This part of the question focuses on how consultation, participation, and outreach
are conducted around the issue of REDD+ and this intends to review how
consultations with key stakeholders perform to ensure participation of different social
groups, transparency, and accountability of decision-making.

Sub-component

Rating

0-1

v

1-

>2

3

Narratlve Assessment

8. Participation and
engagement of key
stakeholders

\ ‘:w\)ﬂduq ln Mb—h

7.Consultation processes

\MM saore Ak

8. Information sharing and
accessibility of information

2
v
v
v/

v
%
N

9. Implementation and public
disclosure of consultation
outcomes

v/

v

2a. Assessment of Land Use, Land Use Change Drivers, Forest Law and Governance
< This part of the question focuses on the causal relationship between the economic,
legal, policy setting of Samoa and associated patterns of land-use change,

deforestation and forest degradation.

Rating
Sub-componaent 0-1 | »1- | >2 3 Narrative Assessment
2
10. Assessment and analysis v v \ /(:6'4 M/‘Lm D ) ;4’tw '
11. Prioritization of direct and l
indirect drivers/barriers to W v L
forest carbon stock J V‘r b ‘ A “)L»{\
enhancement MM it WA ¢
12. Links between 5 £
drivers/barriers and REDD+ \V4 ‘f AL 9"\"<b ‘k thg
activities wa ol | wAVol :
13. Action plans to address
natural resource rights, land < \"FK
tenure, governance
14, Implications for forest law \/

and policy

2b. Strategy Options
- This part should convey how REDD+ fits into the context of a country’s national

development framework and path.
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Sub-component

Rating

0-1

>1-

2

>2

Narrative Assessment

15. Selection and prioritization
of REDD+ strategy options

16. Feasibility assessment

\;\,J\@W ( & o vWZ

17. Implications of strategy
options on existing sectoral
policies

2c. Implementation Framework
< Country-specific solutions need to define the role of government, landowners, and
other participants in REDD+ transactions, to share and deliver REDD+ benefits

{e.g., to local communities), to respect the rights of Indigenous people and forest-
dependent communities. Please provide under each sub-component on how Samoa

is prepared in this regard.

Sub-component

Rating

0-1

>1-
2

>2

Narrative Assessment

1. Adoption and
implementation of
legislation/regulations

Vv v

(\L‘u\e\,&.\ £, %‘ULMIBI:L’/

2. Guidelines for
implementation

\Dw\)‘f“‘r Ll =

Benefit-sharing mechanism

VA AL lw(tt/VM ’1LW' U~

|

National REDD+ registry
and monitoring system

Wy, -

2d. Social and Environmental Impacts
> Is there any national legislative requirements related to safeguards or the
management of social or environmental risks and impacts? If so, please rate as per

its readiness level.

Sub-component

Rating

>1-

2

>2

Narrative Assessment

1. Analysis of social and
environmental safeguard
issues

j \

2. REDD+ strategy design
with respect to impacts

3. Environmental and social
management framework

Subcomponent 3 — Reference Emission Level




- Estimates of changes in forest area and carbon content over time and the
corresponding emissions to and uptake from the atmosphere are used to measure
the performance of REDD+ policy interventions. Please provide detail, as per

Samoa’s recent establishment of FRL.

Sub-component

Rating

0-1

>1-
2

>2

Narrative Assessment

1. Demonstration of
methodology

L\

2. Use of historical data and
adjustment for national
circumstances

3. Technical feasibility of the
methodological approach,
and consistency with
UNFCCC/IPCC guidance
and guidelines

Subcomponent 4a — National Forest Monitoring System

= This part of the question focuses on progress made in designing and developing

operational forest monitoring system.

Rating
Sub-component 01 | »>1- | >2 Narrative Assessment
2
1. Documentation of 1\

monitoring approach

2. Demonstration of early
system implementation

3. Institutional arrangements
and capacities

Subcomponent 4b - Information system on multiple benefits, other impacts,
governance and safeguards

< Please draw upon the outcomes of the dialogues with key stakeholders and

documentation.
Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | >1- | >2 Narrative Assessment
2
1. Identification of relevant N

non-carbon aspects, and
social and environmental
issues

2. Monitoring, reporting and
information sharing
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SURVEY ON REDD+ READINESS ASSESSMENT FOR SAMOA

Background

Samoa has demonstrated its commitment to forest protection and its role as a
greenhouse gas sink through a range of government initiatives. These measures
include the creation of National Parks, the prohibition of commercial logging, the initiation of
reforestation programs, and the implementation of community forestry initiatives. The
emphasis on forest protection is deemed essential for preserving Samoa’s indigenous
species, sustaining biodiversity habitats, and enhancing its capacity as a sink for greenhouse
gases. The combined efforts contribute significantly to the safeguarding of Samoa'’s valuable
forest resources. Recent updates in Samoa's NDC include plans to expand agroforestry
to an additional 5 percent of agricultural land, to manage forests sustainably and
increase total forest cover by 2 percent by 2030. Samoa remains committed to addressing
climate change, preserving its forests, and achieving its NDC targets through a combination
of local initiatives and international cooperation.

The Purpose of the Survey on REDD+ Readiness of Samoa

Within the context of Samoa’s dedication to Sustainable Forest Management, this
survey is prepared to understand and measure Samoa’s readiness on core activities
for REDD+, which is also included in its recent NDC as part of its efforts to address
climate change. At the heart of the Readiness assessment is a self-examination by REDD+
country stakeholders to take stock of the activities and previous attempts for REDD+
preparation phase. The results of the readiness assessment documents the country’s overal!
readiness, captures lessons learned, and assesses remaining gaps, and identifies activities
for the way forward to transitioning to the implementation of performance-based activities
(FCPF, 2013). The survey enables to capture diverse perspectives of REDD+
stakeholders in Samoa, and the finding could be put to use for further identifying its
needs, requirements and challenges in establishing the foundation for REDD+
implementation in Samoa.

Contents

The following sections provide a guide on the Readiness assessment Survey

® Section | provides a brief overview of forest issues in Samoa
® Section Il reiterates previous initiative and approaches to Sustainable Forest

Management practice in Samoa
® Section lll outlines survey questionnaire that is designed context-specific to

REDD+ implementation in Samoa
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Section I. Overview of the Samoa’s Forest Issue

1. Drivers of Deforestation and Forest Degradation

in recent years, Samoa, like many other regions worldwide, has been grappling with the
escalating challenges and problems associated with deforestation and forest degradation.
The remaining natural forests of Samoa, vital pockets of biodiversity and ecological
significance, face a threat as the specter of deforestation and forest degradation looms large
over the archipelago. Covering a mere 37.2 percent of the country’s total land area, these
indigenous forests, primarily nestled in steep, remote, and inaccessible regions, serve as
crucial conservation and protected areas. However, the alarming statistics reveal a troubling
trend; during the 1990s. Samoa witnessed a deforestation rate of approximately 3,000
hectares annually, translating to a staggering 2.1 percent per year — a figure that
resonates prominently on the global scale.

Direct drivers of deforestation encompass immediate human activities impacting
forest cover, such as agriculture expansion, infrastructure extension, and wood
extraction. These actions are interlinked with economic growth derived from exporting
primary commodities and meeting the increasing global demand for timber and agricultural
products. Government-led large-scale developments targeting forested areas, previously
reserved for their rich biodiversity, often involve the bulldozing of roads, providing convenient

access for loggers to exploit these ecosystems.

o The case of Salelologa, a new town on the Island of Savaii, where the
government's claim to nearly 3,000 acres of virgin forest for the new town
development proceeded without undergoing the necessary environmental impact
assessment.

in contrast, indirect drivers encompass a broader spectrum of factors, including demographic,
economic, technological, institutional, and socio-cultural influences. The insights derived from
the "National Workshop on the Underlying Causes of Deforestation and Forest Degradation
in Samoa" conducted in 2002 shed light on various root causes of forest degradation. These
include issues such as poverty, the presence of weak and outdated legislative
frameworks, inadequate monitoring systems, government privatization of public
goods like native rainforests, and a paradigm shift in values toward unsustainable
consumption and production patterns. The prioritization of quick cash from forest
harvesting over the long-term value of forest resources emerged as a significant concern
identified in the workshop.
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2. Previous Initiatives and Approaches to Sustainable Forest Management

Samoa has demonstrated its commitment to forest protection and its role as a
greenhouse gas sink through a range of government initiatives. These measures
include the creation of National Parks, the prohibition of commercial logging, the initiation of
reforestation programs, and the implementation of community forestry initiatives. The
emphasis on forest protection is deemed essential for preserving Samoa's indigenous
species, sustaining biodiversity habitats, and enhancing its capacity as a sink for greenhouse
gases. The combined efforts contribute significantly to the safeguarding of Samoa’s valuable
forest resources.

Recent updates in Samoa's NDC include plans to expand agroforestry to an additional
5 percent of agricultural land by 2030, relative to 2018. This expansion is expected to
contribute to various ecosystem services, such as protecting crops from cyclone damage,
diversifying agricultural incomes, and reducing riverine flood risk. Additionally, Samoa aims
to manage forests sustainably and increase total forest cover by 2 percent by 2030,
relative to 2013'. Responsible forest management and afforestation are anticipated to
moderate stream flow, protect indigenous ecosystems, preserve cultural values, and maintain
the supply of non-timber forest products.

To achieve these targets, Samoa plans to promote agroforestry through awareness-
raising activities, leveraging traditional knowledge and providing targeted support.
The government of Samoa has prioritized atzlnillion tree campaign, successfully achieving
this target and extending it to a 3 million target.<This initiative contributes to sustainable forest
management and the gradual increase of total};)rest cover.
KT fv'm wall

The GHG Inventory for 2022, currently being finalized, will include estimates of COz removals
in forests, albeit with uncertainties due to potential changes in forest area during the inventory
period. While Samoa actively participates in global discussions addressing these
challenges, the existing data gap hinders the transiation of these discussions into
tangible, practical actions at the national level.

Despite challenges and uncertainties, Samoa remains committed to addressing climate
change, preserving its forests, and achieving its NDC targets through a combination of local
initiatives and international cooperation. Along with the external financial support for
expanding forest areas, technical assistance and consent from landholders will be
also critical for the success of the agroforestry program.

1 AFOLU: Reduct GHG emissions in the sector by 26 percent in 2030 compared to 2007 levels {(or by 35.2Gg
COze compared to the new reference year levels once the GHG emissions inventory is updated. It aims to
reach the target by reforestation, forest restoration and promoting agroforestry.
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Section Il. REDD+ Readiness Assessment Survey Guideline

There is no single framework or criteria used in various readiness studies, and this in a way
means that there is no universal definition of who is ready for REDD+. It should be considered
that although countries are using similar readiness funding sources, they are at different
stages of readiness (ISU, 201; UN-REDD and FCPF, 2012) and have different own priorities

(Johns, Johnson & Greenglass, 2010).

Against this backdrop, this survey was prepared by incorporating different REDD+
assessment surveys which are largely adapted from UN-REDD FCPF's framework. For each
sub-component it provides general guidance on what to consider when answering and
addressing the respective assessment criteria, as well as identifying supporting information
which may be useful to inform the assessment.

Guide for REDD+ Specific Questions

® For each subcomponent, general guidance is provided under each category on
what to consider when addressing the respective assessment criteria, as well as
identifying supporting information which maybe useful to inform the assessment.

® Please refer the description under each category to better comprehend the
questions.
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Section lll. REDD+ Readiness Assessment Questionnaire

Respondent Details

Name EM ’Luw

g A B AN —

Affiliation YA AL R =

Position g STV e d’”ffj \P,w&(k Q,T\Q'Q‘ GL/

E-mail/Tel

-l-zou,. Quuanilnmnce A

Aderens gtuwva C\/m“'ue, ,?e«,)

Self-Rating questionnaire

Rating Description Conditions
0-1 Low/Poor not yet discussed
>1-2 Medium/Fair is being discussed
>2 High/Good issues around it are agreed in principle
3 Very High/Very Good | Already exist on a good term

Note: Please indicate to the rating scale used in assessing REDD+ readiness functions and

indicators.

1. The Concept REDD+ and Carbon Forestry

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | >1- | >2 3 Narrative Assessment

2

How much are you aware of

Reducing Emission from A

Deforestation and Forest

Degradation, Sustainable

Management of Forests,

Enhancement of Carbon Stocks and
Conservation of forests (REDD+)
mechanism?

How many of your country/state
officers have been frained on
REDD+ and REDD+ projects?
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How much aware of the

implementation phases of REDD+? v
- Depending on your level of
understanding/awareness, %
which phase do you think
Samoa is in?
How much are you aware of the 5 %

components of REDD+?

2. Forest Monitoring and Baselines

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »1- | >2 Narrative Assessment
2
What isfare the major purpose of n
L >
forest monitoring in Samoa?
Does Samoa GHG inventory collect < Y
carbon monitoring?
If so, how many dedicated staff
members does this team have
>
If not, is there any other local agency
Are working Plan inventory staff 2/ that you utilize for?
trained in carbon monitoring? >
Does your department have a if so, what is the extent of use of
dedicated Remote Sensing 17 RS/GIS in forest monitoring?
(RS)GIS team?
If so, is this data accessible to non-
departmental stakeholders for
potential project development?
Is there a centralized DB/system to
store inventory data (working plan —
or other) in Samoa?
3. Socio-Economic Monitoring/Safeguards
Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »>1- | »2 Narrative Assessment
2
What are the major sources of
forestry related socio-economic 9
data in Samea?
How would you rate the availability
and access to these socio-economic YV
data sets?
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Is the available socio economic data
sufficient to identify historical drivers
of forest change (e.9.: amount of /S
firewood collected, extent to grazing
etc)

Does the accessible data capture
refationship between change in 7}7
forest cover and socio-economic
condition?

4. Biodiversity Monitoring/Safeguards
Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | >1- | >2 3 Narrative Assessment
2

What are the major sources of forest 5,
floral biodiversity data in Samoa? e

What are the major sources of forest
faunal biodiversity data in your il
Samoa?

How would you rate the availability
and access to these biodiversity :’)
data sets in Samoa?

5. Biodiversity Monitoring/Safeguards

Rating
Sub-component 01 | »>1- | >2 3 Narrative Assessment
2
in your understanding, which is the >
preferred institutional structure for 7‘]/
benefit sharing in your State/UT?

REDD+ Specific Questions

1a. National REDD+ Management Arrangements
= This part of the question focuses on national REDD+ management arrangements
and its effectiveness in fulfilling core functions.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »>1- | >2 3 Narrative Assessment
2

1. Accountabifity and
transparency

7']/

2. Operating mandate and 7
budget

3. Multi-sector coordinating
mechanisms and cross-
sector collaboration

4, Technical supervision
capacity

N
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5. Feedback and grievance
mechanism (2/

1b. Consultations, Participation and QOutreach
= This part of the question focuses on how consultation, participation, and outreach
are conducted around the issue of REDD+ and this intends to review how
consultations with key stakeholders perform to ensure participation of different social
groups, transparency, and accountability of decision-making.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »>1- | >2 3 Narrative Assessment
2
6. Participation and
engagement of key {]/
stakeholders
7. Consultation processes ﬁ\ h Py
8. Information sharing and
accessibility of information ﬂ/ L2
9. Implementation and public
disclosure of consultation D‘,;L
outcomes

2a. Assessment of Land Use, Land Use Change Drivers, Forest Law and Governance

<> This part of the question focuses on the causal relationship between the economic,

legal, policy setting of Samoa and associated patterns of land-use change,
deforestation and forest degradation.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »>1- | »2 3 Narrative Assessment
2

10. Assessment and analysis /~2

11. Prioritization of direct and
indirect drivers/barriers to >2
forest carbon stock
enhancement

12. Links between
drivers/barriers and REDD+ ~1
activities

13. Action plans to address
natural resource rights, land )
tenure, governance

14, Implications for forest law o
and paolicy

2b. Strategy Options

> This part should convey how REDD+ fits into the context of a country’'s national
development framework and path.




Rating

Sub-component 01 | >1- | »2 Narrative Assessment
2
15. Selection and prioritization
of REDD+ strategy options >l
16. Feasibility assessment =

17. Implications of strategy
options on existing sectoral -
policies

2c¢. Implementation Framework

< Country-specific solutions need to define the role of government, landowners, and
other participants in REDD+ transactions, to share and deliver REDD+ benefits
(e.g., to local communities), to respect the rights of Indigenous people and forest-
dependent communities. Please provide under each sub-component on how Samoa

is prepared in this regard.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »1- | »2 Narrative Assessment
2

1. Adoption and

implementation of

legislationfregulations L
2. Guidelines for

implementaticn &
3. Benefit-sharing mechanism s}
4. National REDD+ registry 1.

and monitoring system

2d. Social and Environmental Impacts

2 |s there any national legisiative requirements related to safeguards or the
management of social or environmental risks and impacts? If so, please rate as per

its readiness level.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »1- | >2 Narrative Assessment
2

1. Analysis of social and

environmental safeguard >2

issues
2. REDD+ sirategy design q.

with respect to impacts
3. Environmental and social >0

management framework :

Subcomponent 3 — Reference Emission Level
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< Estimates of changes in forest area and carbon content over time and the
corresponding emissions to and uptake from the atmosphere are used to measure
the performance of REDD+ policy interventions. Please provide detail, as per

Samoa’s recent establishment of FRL.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »1- | >2 Narrative Assessment
2
1. Demanstration of
2

methodology

2. Use of historical data and
adjustment for national
circumstances

3. Technical feasibility of the
methodological approach,
and consistency with
UNFCCCAPCC guidance
and guidelings

Subcomponent 4a - National Forest Monitoring System

= This part of the question focuses on progress made in designing and developing

operational forest monitoring system.

Sub-component

Rating

0-1

>1-
2

>2

Narrative Assessment

1. Documentation of
monitoring approach

9

2. Demonstration of early
system implementation

&

3. Institutional arrangements
and capacities

e

Subcomponent 4b —~ Information system on multiple benefits, other impacts,
governance and safeguards

2> Please draw upon the outcomes of the dialogues with key stakeholders and

documentation.

Sub-component

Rating

0-1

>1-
2

>2

Narrative Assessment

1. ldentification of relevant
non-carbon aspects, and
social and environmental
issues

7

2. Monitoring, reporting and
information sharing
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3. Institutional arrangements
and capacities j)
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SURVEY ON REDD+ READINESS ASSESSMENT FOR SAMOA

Background

Samoa has demonstrated its commitment to forest protection and its role as a
greenhouse gas sink through a range of government initiatives. These measures
include the creation of National Parks, the prohibition of commercial logging, the initiation of
reforestation programs, and the implementation of community forestry initiatives. The
emphasis on forest protection is deemed essential for preserving Samoa’s indigenous
species, sustaining biodiversity habitats, and enhancing its capacity as a sink for greenhouse
gases. The combined efforts contribute significantly to the safeguarding of Samoa'’s valuable
forest resources. Recent updates in Samoa's NDC include plans to expand agroforestry
to an additional 5 percent of agricultural land, to manage forests sustainably and
increase total forest cover by 2 percent by 2030. Samoa remains committed to addressing
climate change, preserving its forests, and achieving its NDC targets through a combination
of locat initiatives and international cooperation.

The Purpose of the Survey on REDD+ Readiness of Samoa

Within the context of Samoa’s dedication to Sustainable Forest Management, this
survey is prepared to understand and measure Samoa’s readiness on core activities
for REDD+, which is also included in its recent NDC as part of its efforts to address
climate change. At the heart of the Readiness assessment is a self-examination by REDD+
country stakeholders to take stock of the activities and previous attempts for REDD+
preparation phase. The results of the readiness assessment documents the country’s overall
readiness, captures lessons leamed, and assesses remaining gaps, and identifies activities
for the way forward to transitioning to the implementation of performance-based activities
(FCPF, 2013). The survey enables to capture diverse perspectives of REDD+
stakeholders in Samoa, and the finding could be put to use for further identifying its
needs, requirements and challenges in establishing the foundation for REDD+
implementation in Samoa.

Contents

The following sections provide a guide on the Readiness assessment Survey

® Section | provides a brief overview of forest issues in Samoa
@ Section |l reiterates previous initiative and approaches to Sustainable Forest

Management practice in Samoa
® Section Il outlines survey questionnaire that is designed context-specific to

REDD+ implementation in Samoa

5 Yoeess @CTCN
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Section I. Overview of the Samoa’s Forest Issue

1. Drivers of Deforestation and Forest Degradation

In recent years, Samoa, like many other regions worldwide, has been grappling with the
escalating challenges and problems associated with deforestation and forest degradation.
The remaining natural forests of Samoa, vital pockets of biodiversity and ecological
significance, face a threat as the specter of deforestation and forest degradation looms large
over the archipelago. Covering a mere 37.2 percent of the country’s total land area, these
indigenous forests, primarily nestled in steep, remote, and inaccessible regions, serve as
crucial conservation and protected areas. However, the alarming statistics reveal a troubling
trend; during the 1990s. Samoa witnessed a deforestation rate of approximately 3,000
hectares annually, translating to a staggering 2.1 percent per year — a figure that
resonates prominently on the global scale.

Direct drivers of deforestation encompass immediate human activities impacting
forest cover, such as agriculture expansion, infrastructure extension, and wood
extraction. These actions are interlinked with economic growth derived from exporting
primary commodities and meeting the increasing global demand for timber and agricultural
products. Government-led large-scale developments targeting forested areas, previously
reserved for their rich biodiversity, often involve the bulldozing of roads, providing convenient
access for loggers to exploit these ecosystems.

2 The case of Salelologa, a new town on the Island of Savaii, where the
government's claim to nearly 3,000 acres of virgin forest for the new town
development proceeded without undergoing the necessary environmental impact
assessment.

in contrast, indirect drivers encompass a broader spectrum of factors, including demographic,
economic, technological, institutional, and socio-cultural influences. The insights derived from
the "National Workshop on the Underlying Causes of Deforestation and Forest Degradation
in Samoa" conducted in 2002 shed light on various root causes of forest degradation. These
include issues such as poverty, the presence of weak and outdated legislative
frameworks, inadequate monitoring systems, government privatization of public
goods like native rainforests, and a paradigm shift in values toward unsustainable
consumption and production patterns. The prioritization of quick cash from forest
harvesting over the long-term value of forest resources emerged as a significant concern
identified in the workshop.
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2. Previous Initiatives and Approaches to Sustainable Forest Management

Samoa has demonstrated its commitment to forest protection and its role as a
greenhouse gas sink through a range of government initiatives. These measures
include the creation of National Parks, the prohibition of commercial logging, the initiation of
reforestation programs, and the implementation of community forestry initiatives. The
emphasis on forest protection is deemed essential for preserving Samoa's indigenous
species, sustaining biodiversity habitats, and enhancing its capacity as a sink for greenhouse
gases. The combined efforts contribute significantly to the safeguarding of Samoa's valuable
forest resources.

Recent updates in Samoa's NDC include plans to expand agroforestry to an additional
5 percent of agricultural land by 2030, relative to 2018. This expansion is expected to
contribute to various ecosystem services, such as protecting crops from cyclone damage,
diversifying agricultural incomes, and reducing riverine flood risk. Additionally, Samoa aims
to manage forests sustainably and increase total forest cover by 2 percent by 2030,
relative to 20131, Responsible forest management and afforestation are anticipated to
moderate stream flow, protect indigenous ecosystems, preserve cultural values, and maintain
the supply of non-timber forest products.

To achieve these targets, Samoa plans to promote agroforestry through awareness-
raising activities, leveraging traditional knowledge and providing targeted support.
The government of Samoa has prioritized a 2 million tree campaign, successfully achieving
this target and extending it to a 3 million target. This initiative contributes to sustainable forest
management and the gradual increase of total forest cover.

The GHG Inventory for 2022, currently being finalized, will include estimates of COz removals
in forests, albeit with uncertainties due to potential changes in forest area during the inventory
period. While Samoa actively participates in global discussions addressing these
challenges, the existing data gap hinders the translation of these discussions into
tangible, practical actions at the national level.

Despite challenges and uncertainties, Samoa remains committed to addressing climate
change, preserving its forests, and achieving its NDC targets through a combination of local
initiatives and international cooperation. Along with the external financial support for
expanding forest areas, technical assistance and consent from landholders will be
also critical for the success of the agroforestry program.

1 AFOLU: Reduct GHG emissions in the sector by 26 percent in 2030 compared to 2007 levels (or by 35.2Gg
CO:e compared to the new reference year levels once the GHG emissions inventory is updated. It aims to
reach the target by reforestation, forest restoration and promoting agroforestry.
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Section Il. REDD+ Readiness Assessment Survey Guideline

There is no single framework or criteria used in various readiness studies, and this in a way
means that there is no universal definition of who is ready for REDD+. It should be considered
that aithough countries are using similar readiness funding sources, they are at different
stages of readiness (ISU, 201; UN-REDD and FCPF, 2012) and have different own priorities

(Johns, Johnson & Greenglass, 2010).

Against this backdrop, this survey was prepared by incorporating different REDD+
assessment surveys which are largely adapted from UN-REDD FCPF’s framework. For each
sub-component it provides general guidance on what to consider when answering and
addressing the respeciive assessment criteria, as well as identifying supporting information
which may be useful to inform the assessment.

Guide for REDD+ Specific Questions

® For each subcomponent, general guidance is provided under each category on
what to consider when addressing the respective assessment criteria, as well as
identifying supporting information which maybe useful to inform the assessment.
® Please refer the description under each category to better comprehend the

questions.
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Section lll. REDD+ Readiness Assessment Questionnaire

Respondent Details

Name VAREA Braon  VAARAE
Affiliation | | NATONAL uwIweERET OF ShucA
Position LECTWIWR ER,
E-mail/Tel . VARIASA 2 wus - 2dun WE IV-VMW\Si@@MN\ "@M
Address Shkwaoa

Self-Rating questionnaire

Rating Description Conditions
0-1 Low/Poor not yet discussed
>1-2 Medium/Fair is being discussed
>2 High/Good issues around it are agreed in principle
3 Very High/Very Good | Already exist on a good term

Note: Please indicate to the rating scale used in assessing REDD+ readiness functions and

indicators.

1. The Concept REDD+ and Carbon Forestry

Rating

Sub-component 0-1

»>1- | »2 3 Narrative Assessment
2

How much are you aware of

Reducing Ermission from
Deforestation and Forest
Degradation, Sustainable
Management of Forests,

Enhancement of Carbon Stocks and
Conservation of forests (REDD+)
mechanism?

W NRE dheamne eoenls
v Wee Lls-pratnena

of (oraxdt> | Wres P

W

How many of your country/state
officers have been ftrained on
REDD+ and REDD+ projects?

Wg\—hw- He go 7o
&Ww«@/@l—
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How much aware of the \/
implementation phases of REDD+?

W)

- Depending on your level of /
understanding/awareness,

&= « fﬁx}—w%awm

which phase do you think \ 2w\ (EWSy N2

Samoa is in? w‘z,‘;, 0@“3,{, ®) LANTENAE
How much are you aware of the 5
components of REDD+? "/ ML)

2. Forest Monitoring and Baselines

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | >1- | »>2 Narrative Assessment
2

What is/are the major purpose of / Cown Send adnsva
forest monitoring in Samoea? :
Does Samoa GHG inventory collect v : g s

carbon monitoring?

A MERoJR A (L5 LA A
Ao,

Are working Plan inventory staff
trained in carbon monitoring? \/

If so, how many dedicated staff
members does this team have
>

If not, is there any other local agency
that you utilize for? .

Mww

Does your department have a / i so, what is the extent of use of
dedicated Remote Sensing RS/GIS in forest monitoring? \ Sud
(RS)/GIS team?

Is there a centralized DB/system to
store inventory data (working plan \/
or other) in Samoa?

If so0, is this data accessible to non-
departmental stakeholders for
potential project development?

\ ﬂrll"d W

3. Socio-Economic Monitoring/Safeguards

Rating

Sub-component 0-1 | »1-
2

>2

Narrative Assessment

What are the major sources of

Wer W LT auwn  avsRf e

forestry related socio-economic v S Bl CBAUMSAAAL \azsg d
data in Samoa? Lo Su iz ia e P EYE
How would you rate the availability

and access to these socio-economic | Wi Swre . .

data sets?




CTCN TA: Developing a framework and methodology to carbon sinks
from the forestry sector using Earth observation in Samoa

Is the available socio economic data W= 7T 8
sufficient to identify historical drivers ‘/ € @"i ’
of forest change (e.g.: amount of
firewood collected, extent to grazing
etc)
Does the accessible data capture
relationship between change in | ./ wEt Waeswn
forest cover and socio-economic
condition?
4. Biodiversity Monitoring/Safeguards
Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »1- | >2 3 Narratlve Assessment
2
What are the major sources of forest WA L
floral biodiversity data in Samoa? v m%% '
What are the major sources of forest .
faunal biodiversity data in your v \«Md\oc— \9 AV wNEE
Samoa?
How would you rate the availability
and access to these biodiversity v W™ Buwr=e. ‘FP -
data sets in Samoa?
5. Biodiversity Monitoring/Safeguards
Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | >1- | >2 3 Narrative Assessment
2

In your understanding, which is the > ; a—
preferred institutional structure for v ,-9 W ﬁi}
benefit sharing in your State/UT? WK E

REDD+ Specific Questions

1a. National REDD+ Management Arrangements
< This part of the question focuses on national REDD+ management arrangements
and its effectiveness in fulfilling core functions.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »>1- | »2 3 Narrative Assessment
2

1. Accountability and A VUAOEAG
transparency v/ O;ié\,_ ¢ )
2. Operating mandate and % MUCL&-» \U*Qﬂ“ﬂ’*"-'\"-‘"\

budget

3. Multi-sector coordinating
mechanisms and cross- v~ %&A-’ékws\‘m v s\wemed,

sector collaboration

4. Technical supervision
capacity v \Mﬂ-'(vj evdrain Lo \‘Mx@a%o_




§. Feedback and grievance
mechanism

v/

Grtﬂ%g SRV WIS

1b.

Consultations, Participation and Outreach

= This part of the question focuses on how consultation, participation, and outreach
are conducted around the issue of REDD+ and this intends to review how
consultations with key stakeholders perform to ensure participation of different social
groups, transparency, and accountability of decision-making.

Sub-component

Rating

0-1

>

e

>2

3

Narrative Assessment

6. Participation and
engagement of key
stakeholders

WM%%W
laled ko \aac.aP—wdk

7. Consuitation processes

e et

8. Information sharing and
accessibility of information

9. Implementation and public
disclosure of consultation
outcomes

\\\\m

Ly Swe ot U \osgnhé\z_

2a. Assessment of Land Use, Land Use Change Drivers, Forest Law and Governance
= This part of the question focuses on the causal relationship between the economic,
legal, policy setting of Samoa and associated patterns of land-use change,

deforestation and forest degradation.

Rating
Sub-component 01| >1- | 2 3 Narrative Assessment
2
10. Assessment and analysis v W & UA COVFPXATE - axn
11. Prioritization of direct and Ciantalreinn 4% A
indirect drivers/barriers to B
forest carbon stock v Vv
enhancement
12. Links between /
drivers/barriers and REDD+ /
activities
13. Action plans to address \/
natural resource rights, land N
tenure, governance
14. Implications for forestlaw |  / L

and policy

2b.

Strategy Options

- This part should convey how REDD+ fits into the context of a country’s national
development framework and path.
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Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | >1- | >2 3 Narrative Assessment
2 { .

15. Selection and prioritization S0 Ua guamic 0

of REDD+ strategy options ‘/ bA
16. Feasibility assessment Wi v
17. Implications of strategy /

options on existing sectoral v

policies

2c. Implementation Framework
= Country-specific solutions need to define the role of government, landowners, and
other participants in REDD+ transactions, to share and deliver REDD+ benefits
(e.g., to local communities), to respect the rights of Indigenous people and forest-
dependent communities. Please provide under each sub-component on how Samoa

is prepared in this regard.

Rating
Sub-component 01 | »>1- | »2 3 Narrative Assessment
2
1. Adoption and Cppdd. WA RE
implementation of \// 2SR L. SN LR E_N
legislation/regulations N
2. Guidelines for J Ve
implementation
3. Benefit-sharing mechanism v
4. National REDD+ registry
and monitoring system

2d. Social and Environmental Impacts
9 Is there any national legislative requirements related to safeguards or the
management of social or environmental risks and impacts? If so, please rate as per
its readiness level.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »>1- | >2 3 Narrative Assessment
2
1. Analysis of social and UAa “4,2 C.eik 80 W
environmental safeguard v’ " -QA’ ewd ™
issues AW 6—5@
2. REDD+ strategy design v M\'& T Ve VNN X3 Al
with respect to impacts
3. Environmental and social V4 Loan AB, '%" e
management framework

Subcomponent 3 — Reference Emission Level
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2 Estimates of changes in forest area and carbon content over time and the
corresponding emissions to and uptake from the atmosphere are used to measure
the performance of REDD+ policy interventions. Please provide detail, as per
Samoa’s recent establishment of FRL.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | >1- | >2 3 Narrative Assessment
2 +

1. Demonstration of Roled = veseazly

methodology v’ @{Wﬂm
2. Use of historical data and '

adjustment for national v

circumstances
3. Technical feasibility of the

methodological approach, v’ POR a.,sd/(ge

and consistency with

UNFCCC/IPCC guidance

and guidelines

Subcomponent 4a — National Forest Monitoring System
=2 This part of the question focuses on progress made in designing and developing
operational forest monitoring system.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | >1- | »2 3 Narrative Assessment
2 .
1. Documentation of W ei\/\ua-lo% W
monitering approach =
2. Demonstration of early l/ v
system implementation
3. Institutional arrangements v Cehdevein@n \'U"U‘F“‘UM
and capacities M

Subcomponent 4b — Information system on multiple benefits, other impacts,
governance and safeguards

> Please draw upon the outcomes of the dialogues with key stakeholders and
documentation.

Rating
Sub-component 0-1 | »>1- | »2 3 Narrative Assessment
2
1. |dentification of relevant

non-carbon aspects, and \""Aﬁ%

social and environmental \/

issues ;

2. Monitoring, reporting and l/ W -
information sharing M .
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3. Institutional arrangements ‘/ ? Sdsle

and capacities
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