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The summary should provide a brief description of the problem (the barrier to implementing the climate technology) and how it will be addressed through technical assistance (a brief summary of products and activities). It is also necessary to concisely list the national actors involved and the deadlines envisaged. It should be noted that the summary 
will
 be used for public communication purposes, so it is important that it is well written (maximum 1250 characters including spaces).
Costa Rica's 
2020 Nationally Determined Contribution 
includes measures related to the transition towards a circular economy. Furthermore, the 
Step-by-Step Guide to Facilitating Local Government Transition to a Circular Economy
1
 
is an important milestone in scaling up knowledge of local planning. There are other enabling conditions in the country that facilitate progress towards the implementation of a circular economy in economic development that can be further enhanced, such as policies, regulations and instruments. However,
Summary of the CTCN technical assistance
)

1 Mercado, L. and Rivera, D. 2021. Step-by-Step Guide to Facilitating Local Government Transition to a Circular Economy: The Case of Costa Rica. CATIE, CTCN, MINAE, IFAM. Costa Rica.
https://www.ctc-n.org/technical-assistance/projects/developing-circular-economy-local-level-costa- rich
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 (
the
 transition to a circular economy in Costa Rica requires the implementation of measures that are hampered by barriers such as the absence of a national and cross-sectoral strategy to provide elements to strengthen the country’s economic, environmental, and social development model in transitioning towards a circular economy. Thus, a number of sectoral regulations and instruments with embedded components that clearly relate to circularity 
measures,
 lack a common framework binding them together.
Technical assistance will develop and validate a national circular economy strategy, along with its monitoring indicators and a national baseline; it will propose an outreach and training strategy to help municipalities use the Step-by-Step Guide, and it will develop recommendations for updating and implementing criteria for the incorporation of the circular economy into two national programmes (PGAIs and PCNs).
)
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1. Background and context
Provide a brief description of the background and context of the CTCN response plan. National and sectoral information from recognised sources available to the public should be included (maximum 2500 characters including spaces).

Costa Rica's 2020 Nationally Determined Contribution includes measures related to the transition towards a circular economy. For example, in its 2020 NDC, under action area 6 “Integrated Waste Management”, Costa Rica commits to developing an integrated waste management system based on avoiding, reducing, reusing, valorising, treating, and disposing of such waste properly, with maximum efficiency and low greenhouse gas emissions. Contribution 6.4 explicitly states that, in the first two years of the NDC implementation period, Costa Rica will launch its public policy instrument for the promotion of the circular economy, corresponding to the National Circular Economy Strategy. This Strategy will be strengthened by contributions within the 2020 NDC aimed at the efficient use of resources, especially in the following action areas: 1. Mobility and transport, 3. Energy, 4. Infrastructure and construction, 5. Industry, trade and services, and 7. Agriculture and livestock.

Furthermore, the experience gained through the development of the Step-by-Step Guide to Facilitating Local Government Transition to a Circular Economy 2 regarding how to implement the circular economy in local governments, will be an important milestone in scaling up knowledge from a local planning level such that it has a multiplier effect.

Costa Rica’s environmental action has set an international example, and the country may also set such an example in this area. There are already enabling conditions in the country facilitating progress towards the implementation of a circular economy in its economic development that can be further enhanced. These include policies, regulations and instruments such as:
· The Step-by-Step Guide to Facilitating Local Government Transition to a Circular Economy
· The Institutional Environmental Management Plan (PGAI)
· The Carbon Neutral Country Programme (PPCN)
· The National Waste Management Plan
· The National Bioeconomy Strategy
· The Waste NAMA
· The National Adaptation Policy
· The National Strategy for the Replacement of Single-Use Plastics
· The Roadmap for the Accession of Costa Rica to the OECD
· The Sustainable consumption and production policy
· The National Decarbonisation Plan
· National and International Standards on Circular Economics

This background makes up an important component of the formulation and dissemination of the National Circular Economy Strategy that is to be developed at the national level.



2 Mercado, L. and Rivera, D. 2021. Step-by-Step Guide to Facilitating Local Government Transition to a Circular Economy: The Case of Costa Rica. CATIE, CTCN, MINAE, IFAM. Costa Rica.
https://www.ctc-n.org/technical-assistance/projects/developing-circular-economy-local-level-costa- rich




2. Problem Statement
Drawing on the national and sectoral context detailed in the preceding section, briefly state the problem and clarify specific difficulties and barriers to climate change mitigation or adaptation in terms of climate technology that are to be addressed and overcome through the CTCN response plan (maximum 1250 characters including spaces).

The transition to a circular economy in Costa Rica requires the implementation of measures promoting more sustainable patterns of consumption, resource extraction, production, and distribution. Specific barriers to the transition to a circular economy in Costa Rica include:

· There is still no cross-cutting national circular economy strategy to provide elements to strengthen the country's economic, environmental and social development model, based on the logic of “producing by conserving and conserving by producing”.
· Various sectoral regulations and instruments have embedded components that clearly relate to circularity measures but lack a common framework to bind them together.
· Decentralised challenges to the coordination of actions to move towards a circular economy and implement policies, strategies and programmes with this goal in mind. This includes the lack of dissemination of tools such as the recently published Step-by-Step Guide for municipalities.
· Lack of information for decision-making on the impact and effectiveness of circularity measures.
· The limited government financing of circularity measures makes it necessary to create tools for evaluation, monitoring and prioritisation of measures through a system of indicators at the national level.
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3. Logical Framework for the CTCN Technical Assistance
(Orientación: obsérvese que múltiples actividades pueden conducir a un «producto» y múltiples productos pueden derivar en un «resultado». Si bien es posible que haya varios productos, solo se puede describir un resultado que capte la asistencia técnica del CTCN. Los «entregables» son productos o servicios que se deben facilitar en función de las «actividades» y los «productos»).
	Objective: Development of a National Circular Economy Strategy to support the transition towards a circular economy in Costa Rica.

	Outcome: To increase climate resilience and the mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions in the development of production, resource extraction and distribution processes, and to promote a transition towards more sustainable patterns of consumption in the Costa Rican population.

	
	Month

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	Product 1: Development of the work plan and related communication documents for this project
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 1: All implementers must undertake the following activities at the beginning and at the end of the CTCN technical assistance.

i) A detailed work plan of all activities, deliverables, outputs, deadlines, and responsible persons/organisations, as well as a detailed budget for the implementation of the Response Plan. The detailed work plan and budget must be based directly on this Response Plan.
ii) A monitoring and evaluation plan based on the indicators listed in the Closure and Data Collection Report, with specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound indicators used to monitor and evaluate the timeliness and appropriateness of the implementation. The monitoring and evaluation plan should enable the implementer to complete the CTCN Closure and Data Collection Report at the end of the assignment (please refer to item iv below and section 14 in the Response Plan);
iii) A two-page description of the expected impact of the CTCN technical assistance formulated at the beginning of the technical assistance and updated once the technical assistance has been completed (a template will be provided);
iv) A CTCN Closure and Data Collection Report completed at the end of the technical assistance (a template will be provided).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Deliverables 1:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D.1.1 Work plan and budget
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D.1.2 Monitoring and Evaluation Plan
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D.1.3 CTCN Impact Description (initial and final versions)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	D.1.4 Closure and Data Collection Report
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
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	Product 2: Mapping existing circular economy actors and initiatives and planning awareness raising and approval workshops
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 2.1: Mapping of actors, companies and public and private sector initiatives that carry out processes
related to the circular economy in Costa Rica. Basic criteria will be defined to outline only the relevant initiatives of key actors in conjunction with the Costa Rican technical team.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 2.2: Organise a virtual general launch meeting to present the technical assistance to the key actors identified in 2.1 and to collect information for the core research in activity 3.1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 2.3: Conduct individual virtual interviews with key institutions in order to collect background information and plan workshops for the validation of indicators in activity 4.1 and 4.2. Use surveys as an alternative means of consulting key institutions
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Deliverables 2:
D.2.1 : Map and classification of actors
D.2.2 : Updated list of initiatives and documents
D.2.3 : Concerted work plan for the realisation of workshops for the validation of the strategy (activity 4.1 and 4.2)
D.2.4 : Meeting reports and summaries of interviews, including list of participants, gender-disaggregated data, photographs, and other relevant documentation
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Product 3: Preparation of a first draft of the national circular economy strategy and preliminary indicators
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 3.1: Background research: World-leading examples of national circular economy plans and strategies such as the European Plan and the strategies of the Netherlands, Colombia, Spain, and others, the establishment of the conceptual framework, target audience, and a detailed proposal of the methodology for the design, validation, updating, M&E, and dissemination of the national strategy.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 3.2: Analysis of barriers to transition to a circular economy
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 3.3: Integrating elements of existing policies and tools into the policy context analysis and the development of the National Circular Economy Strategy. Including: The National Decarbonisation Plan, the Costa Rica NDC, the National Waste Management Plan, the National Bioeconomy Strategy, the Waste NAMA, the Institutional Environmental Management Programme (PGAI), the Single-Use Plastics Strategy, National and International Standards on Circular Economy, the 2020-2050 Territorial Economic Strategy for an Inclusive and Decarbonised Economy in Costa Rica, and coordination with relevant initiatives such as those carried out by GIZ and CEGESTI.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 3.4: Developing a proposal for strategic axes, lines of action and strategic sectors for the Circular Economy in the country, considering material, energy and water flow accounts for the principal economic activities of Costa Rica that are already available in existing studies, as well as other research relevant to the country and international experience. Including the gender perspective in the national strategy.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




[image: ]	 (
Technical Assistance Response Plan – Terms of Reference
)

	Activity 3.5: Proposal of indicators for the monitoring of circular economy measures drawing upon good international practices and analysis of current programmes, tools and regulation. Developing
proposals for a system of measurable, reportable and verifiable indicators for the proposed strategic axes and lines of action.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 3.6: Generating metadata for the description of indicators with key decision makers and actors, in addition to goals and data collection and reporting mechanisms.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 3.7: Inventory of information available for the estimation of indicators, identification of information gaps, recommendations for subsequent compilation, and proposal to link with SINAMECC (The National Climate Change Metrics System)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Deliverable 3:
D.3.1 : Document with international references and conceptual framework on national circular economy strategies
D.3.2 : Draft national circular economy strategy and barrier analysis
D.3.3 : Preliminary matrix of indicators with fact sheet (metadata)
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Product 4: Validation of the national circular economy strategy and indicators
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 4.1: Conducting 2 or 3 virtual institutional workshops with key institutions to present and validate the draft national circular economy strategy and preliminary indicators. Using surveys as an alternative means of consultation with key institutions.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 4.2: Conducting virtual sectoral workshops to enable the mainstreaming of the six planning regions according to MIDEPLAN (avoiding bias towards Central Region) (maximum five events), according to the methodology agreed in activity 3.1 and adjusted after the definition of strategic lines and lines of action (activity 3.4), to validate, update and disseminate the national circular economy strategy document with key sectoral actors (e.g. chambers of commerce and industry associations). Using surveys as an alternative means of consulting key actors.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 4.3: Incorporating comments and revisions from participating actors.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 4.4: Public event to present the National Circular Economy Strategy, and presentation of the strategy for the dissemination and implementation of the step-by-step guide for municipalities
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 4.5: Proposing general guidelines for a communication strategy to disseminate the Country Circular Economy Strategy These guidelines include: definition of objectives, target audiences, and recommended
key messages and communication channels for each audience.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Deliverable 4:
D.4.1 : Report with adjusted indicators and metadata
D.4.2 : Updated version of the National Circular Economy Strategy and proposed methods and procedures for its ongoing updating, monitoring and evaluation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
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	D.4.3 : Layout of the National Circular Economy Strategy Document and delivery of 100 USBs for digital distribution.
D.4.4 : Report on the validation workshops, including a list of participants, gender-disaggregated data, photographs, and other relevant documentation.
D.4.5 : Report on the National Circular Economy Strategy presentation event.
D.4.6. Design of a campaign to publicise the National Circular Economy Strategy, following the general guidelines in Activity 4.5 and including at least one television short and one radio short.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Product 5: Strategy for outreach and training in the use of the step-by-step guide by municipalities and key circular economy actors, and its implementation in three pilots.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 5.1: Design of a training and support programme (with instructional videos) for municipalities applying the guide to a sector. Including the gender perspective in the outreach and training strategy.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 5.2: Coordination and logistics for the development of three pilots in sectors identified by the municipalities where the implementation of circular economy is supported. The training will be
face-to-face provided that the municipal facilities comply with the recommendations of the Ministry of Health.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 5.3: Conducting pilot workshops to raise awareness of the national strategy and methods
for the implementation of the guide, and resolve queries.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity 5.4: Recommendations for improvements to the step-by-step guide on the circular economy according to feedback from training participants, and recommendations for scaling up the strategy for outreach and training in the use of the guide.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Deliverable 5:
D.5.1 : Repository of training and information for future processes.
D.5.2 : Report on the results of the three circular economy guide implementation pilots in sectors identified by the municipalities.
D.5.3 Recommendations for improvements to the guide and recommendations for scaling up the outreach and training strategy, including circular economy indicators that could be applied to local governments.
D.5.4 : Set of 5 video clips of 5-8 min. each to guide municipalities in the application of the step-by-step guide.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X



[bookmark: _GoBack]
4. Resources required and itemised budget:
Provide an indicative summary of the resources and itemised budget required to implement the CTCN technical assistance, including monitoring and evaluation activities, using the following table to assist you. It is important to note that a minimum of 1% of the budget should be explicitly directed


to gender-specific activities related to the technical assistance (see section 10 for more information about gender). Once the response plan is completed, the Climate Technology Centre (CTC) will select the implementers responsible for carrying out the response. The CTCN and the primary implementer chosen shall set a detailed budget for the activities.
	Activities and Outputs
	Input: Human Resources
(Title, role, estimated number of days)
	Input: Travel (Purpose, national/ international, number of days)
	Inputs: Meetings/Events
(Purpose of the meeting, number of participants, number of days)
	Input: Equipment/Materials
(Item, purpose, buy/rent, quantity)
	Estimated cost Indicate the total cost of the activities and products, and provide an estimated cost range for each activity and the Response Plan
as a whole.

	
	
	
	
	
	Minimum
	Maximum

	Product 1:
	LE	4
	None
	None
	None
	6,500
	7,600

	Development of the work plan
	EI1	2
	
	
	
	
	

	and
	EI2	2
	
	
	
	
	

	related
	EN1	2
	
	
	
	
	

	communication
	EN2	2
	
	
	
	
	

	documents
	EN3	2
	
	
	
	
	

	Product 2: Mapping existing circular economy actors and initiatives and planning awareness raising and approval workshops
	LE	14
EI1	14
EI2	0
EN1	16
EN2	9
EN3	4
	1 International trip for Team Leader and International CE Expert (2 persons) to attend activity 2.2 (launch meeting)
Three national consultants traveling nationally
to attend activities
	Activity 2.2: Launch meeting with key actors (approx. 6-12 participants)

Activity 2.3: Individual interviews (approx. 3-
5 personal interviews plus surveys)
	None
	29,690
	33,700
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	2.2 and 2.3 (individual interviews)
	
	
	
	

	Product 3: Preparation of a first draft national circular economy strategy and preliminary
indicators
	LE EI1 EI2 EN1 EN2 EN3
	18
36
36
22
8
2
	None
	None
	None
	60,700
	71,300

	Product 4: Validation of the national circular economy strategy and indicators
	LE EI1 EI2 EN1 EN2 EN3
	10
19
14
13
20
7
	International travel for Team Leader and International CE Expert (2 persons) to attend Activity 4.4
National travel for 3 local consultants to attend activity 4.4
	Activity 4.4: Public presentation of the National Circular Economy Strategy
(approx. 50-100 in-person participants)
	Deliverable D.4.3: Layout of the National Circular Economy Strategy document and 100 USBs with digital document Deliverable D.4.6: A television short and a radio short
	46,680
	56,850

	Product 5: Strategy for outreach and training in the use of the step-by-step guide
for municipalities and
	LE EI1 EI2 EN1 EN2 EN3
	9
9
2
12
16
3
	International travel for international CE consultant and
national travel for local consultant (3 consultants) to carry out
Activity 5.3.
	Activity 5.3: Workshops to raise awareness of the national strategy and implement the step-by-step guide for municipalities
	Group workshop materials

Deliverable D.5.4: Set of 5 video clips of 5-8 min. each
	32,280
	40,300





	key circular economy actors
	
	
	(three two-day workshops in municipalities selected in
pilots)
	
	
	

	Estimated cost range for the entire Response Plan
	175,850
	209,750




5. Profile and experience of experts
Drawing on the human resources needs identified in section 4 (Resources required and itemised budget), provide a description of the required profile of all the experts who will participate in the implementation of the CTCN response plan.

	Experts required
	Brief description of required profile

	Team Leader (LE)
	Economist, engineer, administrator, communicator or similar, with an M.Sc. in sustainability and/or environmental management or a related subject. Minimum 20 years of professional experience. Minimum 15 years of experience in the design, evaluation and implementation of national public policies and/or national strategies and/or regulatory instruments in the environmental sector. Experience in the field of climate change and SDGs. Demonstrable knowledge of the role and content of NDCs. Experience of public entities and international cooperation. Experience of circular economy issues desirable. Experience in the coordination of highly complex projects involving the management of interdisciplinary work teams and the consultation of a range of
actors. At least 3 years’ work experience in Latin America. Proficiency in Spanish and English required. Experience of group work and different participatory methods.

	International Circular Economics Specialist (EI1)
	Economist, engineer, administrator, communicator, or similar, with an M.Sc. in sustainability and/or environmental management or a related subject. Further education in fields related to the circular economy. Minimum 12 years of experience working on environmental sustainability and climate change. Minimum 2 years of experience or participation in at least 2 projects designing, evaluating and implementing public policies, strategies and/or national or local regulatory instruments in the circular economy sector. Experience in the systematisation of processes and drafting highly complex reports involving the consultation of different types of actors. At least 5 years’ work experience in Latin America. Demonstrable knowledge of the context of the circular economy in the LAC region. Proficiency in Spanish and English required. Experience of group work
and different participatory methods.

	International M&E/MRV Expert (EI2)
	Engineer, economist, administrator or other education related to environmental management and monitoring. At least five years of work experience related to the monitoring and evaluation of environmental measures at a national and/or local level in Latin American countries. Experience in the design of indicator systems
and metadata for national initiatives. Fluent Spanish required.
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	National Climate Change and Sustainability Specialist (EN1)
	Economist or engineer preferred, with postgraduate studies in sustainability, environmental management or related fields, with more than 12 years of experience in environmental management, implementation of good environmental practices, cleaner production, implementation of design tools, and/or reporting on environmental initiatives in Costa Rica (e.g. cleaner production good practice guidelines, regulations, municipal agreements, and similar tools). Demonstrable experience in climate change projects. Experience in circular economy projects desirable. Demonstrable knowledge of the climate change policy framework and the environmental legal framework of Costa Rica. Experience in the systematisation of processes and drafting highly complex reports involving the consultation of different types of actors. Proficiency in Spanish and English required.
Experience of group work and different participatory methods.

	National Support Expert Communications (EN2)
	Communicator/anthropologist/sociologist, or similar, with at least 8 years’ work experience in the design of participatory workshops, the design and moderation of focus groups, and the design of instruments and application of research techniques such as in-depth interviews and surveys. Experience in the creation of texts and narratives for different audiences within public and private organisations and various social groups. Experience in the systematisation of processes and drafting reports. Knowledge of climate change
and circular economy projects desirable. The implementer may choose an international expert with at least four years’ experience in Latin America. Fluent Spanish required.

	National Support Expert Gender (EN3)
	Communicator/anthropologist/sociologist or similar with education in gender studies. Experience of at least three years or at least three projects designing and implementing social research, including and mainstreaming gender perspectives. Experience in instrument design and application of research techniques such as in-depth interviews and surveys, and the design and moderation of focus groups. Knowledge of participatory workshop design, group facilitation strategies, process systematisation, and report drafting. Knowledge of climate change and circular economy projects desirable. The implementer may
choose an international expert with at least four years’ experience in Latin America. Fluent Spanish required.





6. Expected contribution of the technical assistance to the intended impact
 (
Provide a brief description of the expected contribution that, over time, the products obtained through the technical assistance will have, in terms of an impact on climate change resilience or carbon reduction. As far as possible, quantify the expected impact of the contribution. For example, indicate the estimated number of people who, over time, may be affected by the target sector's contribution to gross domestic product (GDP), the carbon emissions of the target sector, etc. This expected contribution to the impact represents what will happen if the objective is met (as set out in section 3). Complementarity should be ensured with the contents of sections 7 to 12 (maximum 1250 characters including spaces).
The Circular Economy Strategy will strengthen measures related to contributions within the 2020 NDC aimed at the efficient use of resources, especially in the following action areas: 1. 
Mobility and transport, 3.
 
Energy, 4.
 
Infrastructure and construction, 5.
 
Industry, trade and services, and 7.
 
Agriculture and livestock.
In addition, the technical assistance will contribute to:
New deals or strategic partnerships between the private and government sectors that contribute to improving environmental performance, revenue generation and strengthening social capital.
Increase consumer knowledge so they can make better decisions in terms of their consumption patterns.
Indirectly, the assistance will generate measures to reduce the amount of waste generated, increasing the operating life of landfills.
)

7. Relevance to the Nationally Determined Contributions and other national priorities
 (
Specify the relevance of the technical assistance and its contribution to the Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs) and other related priority national initiatives (technology needs assessments [TNAs], technology action plans [TAPs], national adaptation plans [NAPs], or nationally appropriate mitigation actions [NAMAs], among others) (maximum 2500 characters including spaces).
Costa Rica 2020 NDC
This NDC details lines of action that directly promote the circular economy, as listed below:
4. Infrastructure and construction
Costa Rica is committed to transforming its infrastructure system into a resilient, sustainable infrastructure system with high efficiency standards and low emission processes, incorporating nature-based solutions, and promoting the circular economy.
5. Industry, trade and services
Costa Rica is committed to supporting the evolution of its productive sectors’ economic models to more efficient, low or zero emission, circular, resilient, and sustainable models.
6. Integrated waste management
)
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 (
Costa Rica is committed to developing an integrated waste management system based on avoiding, reducing, reusing, valorising, treating, and disposing of such waste properly, with 
maximum efficiency and low greenhouse gas emissions.
In the first two years of the NDC implementation period, Costa Rica will launch its public policy instrument for the promotion of the circular economy.
Within the first two years of this NDC’s implementation, Costa Rica will have published and begun to implement its public policy instruments, such as the Integrated Solid Waste Management Action Plan 2021-2026 and the National Composting Plan 2020-2050, channelling efforts to reduce emissions with a focus on making the transformation towards a circular economy and bioeconomy.
7. Agriculture and livestock
Costa Rica is committed to developing highly efficient agrifood systems that generate low-carbon export and local consumer goods, and to consolidating a livestock model based on production efficiency and greenhouse gas reduction.
In 2025, the country will launch a circular economy system for agriculture and livestock farms, taking into account the processes of biodigestion and soil decarbonisation, using technologies that increase levels of soil organic carbon (SOC), among others.
)

8. Link to relevant parallel activities
Identify relevant, previous or ongoing initiatives, projects or programmes in the public and/or private sector on which the CTCN assistance will be based and to which it will contribute. As far as possible, add practical and operational details of the link between the existing activities and the CTCN assistance (maximum 2500 characters including spaces).

Support for local governments in Costa Rica to transition towards a circular economy.
· Step-by-Step Guide to Facilitating Local Government Transition to a Circular Economy: The Case of Costa Rica
The Step-by-Step Guide to the Circular Economy was developed with the aim that it would become a capacity-building instrument for local governments. It arose from the interinstitutional coordination process carried out by the Ministry of Environment and Energy and the Institute for Municipal Development and Consulting, with the aim of influencing local development processes and to comply with the road map developed for the accession of Costa Rica to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). The Guide was funded by the Climate Technology Centre and Network (CTCN). This project, supported by CTCN, will have a direct impact on local governments and will contribute to the scaling up circular economy measures to a more macro or country level. It is a very significant product that will be revisited by this new assistance and that will contribute to the coordination of the country's efforts with regards to this matter.
· Turrialba Municipality Case Study
In addition to the guide, a case study on the Municipality of Turrialba was prepared, describing solid waste management in the canton and proposing strategies focused on waste management processes that would enable the transition to a circular economy, specifically for the circulation of products, their components and materials in use.


 (
The Roadmap for the Accession of Costa Rica to the OECD
As part of the process of Costa Rica’s accession to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the Ministry of Environment and Energy produced a road map linked to the recommendations
;  Material
 flow and resource productivity - Instruments C(2008)40 and C(2004)79, which identify strategic outputs to move towards a circular economy, such as policies, capacity-building, case study development, and a methodological guide on how to apply circular economics in local governments.
There is currently an inter-ministerial technical committee coordinated by SEPLASA, including the Directorate of Environmental Quality Management (DIGECA); the Centre for Geoenvironmental Information (CENIGA); the Climate Change Directorate (DCC); the Energy Subsector Secretariat Planning (SEPSE); The Ministry of Health (MINSA), the Ministry of Economy, Industry and Commerce (MEIC), the Ministry of Science, Technology and Telecommunications (MICITT), and the National Institute of Statistics and Census (INEC), which represents a great opportunity to implement circular economy measures at the country level.
)

9.  (
Describe the intended future use — once the CTCN assistance is complete — of the outputs and deliverables obtained through this technical assistance in order to contribute to the expected impact over time, as set out in Section 6. For example, which organizations or stakeholders will use the products of the technical assistance after its completion, for what purpose, and what will the scale and scope of the application of the outputs and deliverables be, what steps will be taken next and when, etc. (maximum 2500 characters including spaces).
The National Circular Economy Strategy will be the product of the technical assistance that has the greatest impact. The Strategy will provide elements to progress the transition towards a model of economic, environmental and social development in Costa Rica that is in line with the principles of sustainable development and international trends. This strategy will contribute to the achievement of the NDC objectives, as mentioned in section 6. It will also provide a conceptual framework and monitoring and evaluation tools for national and local actors who have already begun to implement circularity measures.
)Expected follow-up activities after this technical assistance is completed:

10.  (
It is mandatory to include an analysis of gender mainstreaming in all technical assistance. A gender expert will be assigned to conduct an assessment of gender mainstreaming during the implementation of the technical assistance.
Describe all support for gender, women's equality and other secondary benefits integrated in the response plan (reference should be made to the activities and outputs described in section 3).
https://
www.ctc-n.org/technologies/ctcn-gender-mainstreaming-tool-
 
response-plan-development
Integrated in the design of the activities:
)Gender benefits and co-benefits:


	
	https://www.ctc-n.org/technology-sectors/gender

Due to the important role that women and young people play in consumer decisions, this initiative will ensure the participation of these groups in the various actions and processes to be developed, especially, but not exclusively, in the national strategy validation workshops (Output
4) and the workshops for outreach and training in the use of the step-by-step guide for municipalities (Output 4). To this end, the attendance implementer shall provide gender-disaggregated lists of participants at all workshops and events.

	Expected gender
	Describe all gender, women’s equality and other

	benefits
	expected secondary benefits resulting from the CTCN technical

	and
	Assistance

	co-benefits
	Supporting the transition towards a circular economy in Costa Rica will create

	resulting from
	opportunities for women’s empowerment. Historically, women have

	the activities:
	led initiatives such as reuse and recycling in the home, and

	
	shown more concern for the future we will leave for our children.

	
	The circular economy is a sustainable economic model that may

	
	provide an opportunity for women to play a more

	
	equitable role in the economic system.



11. Key national stakeholders in the implementation of the technical assistance activities:
Using the following table, list and describe the roles of the key national stakeholders, participants in and beneficiaries of the implementation of the technical assistance, or those consulted during the process.
	National stakeholder
	Role in the implementation of the technical assistance

	National Designated Entity
	DCC - MINAE, main partner, will be responsible for ensuring project activities have an impact at the national level. Supporting the coordination of the technical assistance and communicating with stakeholders.

	SEPLASA, MINAE,
	main partner, will be responsible for ensuring project activities have an impact at the national level. Supporting the coordination of the technical assistance and communicating with stakeholders.

	Circular Economy Committee:
	


Revision of documents prepared by the implementing partner. Providing general feedback during implementation of the technical assistance.

	Directorate of Environmental Quality Management (DIGECA)
	

	National Centre for Geoenvironmental Information (CENIGA)
	

	Sectoral Energy Directorate
	

	Ministry of Health (MISALUD)
	

	Ministry of Economy, Industry and Commerce (MEIC)
	




	Ministry of Science, Technology and Telecommunications (MICITT)
	

	National Institute of Statistics and Census (INEC)
	

	Institute for Municipal Development and Consulting (IFAM)
	



12. Contribution to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
Instructions: Complete the grey section below for a maximum of three SDGs that will be promoted through this technical assistance. You can find a full list of SDGs at the following link: http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/es/objetivos-de-desarrollo- sostenible/
	
Goal
	
Sustainable Development Goal
	Direct contribution from CTCN technical assistance
(Maximum 1 sentence for each of the 1-3 main SDGs)

	1
	End poverty in all its forms everywhere
	

	2
	End hunger, achieve food security and improved
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture
	

	3
	Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at
all ages
	

	4
	Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all
	

	5
	Achieve gender equality and empower all women and
Girls
	

	6
	Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and
sanitation for all
	

	7
	Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable
and modern energy for all (consider adding targets for Goal 7)
	

	
	7.1 By 2030, ensure universal access to
affordable, reliable and modern energy services
	

	
	7.2 By 2030, increase substantially the share
of renewable energy in the global energy mix
	

	
	7.3 By 2030, double the global rate of improvement in
energy efficiency
	

	
	7.a By 2030, enhance international cooperation to facilitate access to clean energy research and technology, including renewable energy, energy efficiency and advanced and cleaner fossil-fuel technology, and promote investment in
energy infrastructure and clean energy technologies
	

	
	7.b By 2030, expand infrastructure and upgrade technology for supplying modern and sustainable energy services for all in developing countries, in particular least developed countries, small island developing States and landlocked developing countries, in accordance
with their respective programmes of support
	

	8
	Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all
	Practices linked to the Circular Economy have the potential to contribute directly to the generation of new
jobs in an inclusive and sustainable manner.

	9
	Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation
	Practices linked to the Circular Economy foster innovation and promote inclusive and sustainable
industrialisation.

	10
	Reduce inequality within and among countries
	

	11
	Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
	Practices linked to the Circular Economy could potentially contribute directly
to the achievement of this Goal.



	12
	Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns
	Practices linked to the Circular Economy promote sustainable consumption and production through changes in the design of production processes and raising the population’s awareness of
sustainable consumption.

	13
	Take urgent action to combat climate change and its
Impacts
	

	
	13.1 Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and natural disasters in
all countries
	

	
	13.2 Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strategies and planning
	The National Circular Economy Strategy will be the main product of the technical assistance and will contribute to meeting the national climate change goals
as described in the 2020 NDC.

	
	13.3 Improve education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity on climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early warning
	The municipal training pilots will contribute to education and strengthen human and institutional capacity on climate change.

The strategy for scaling up the use of the step-by-step guide for municipalities will enable the message
to be spread nationally

	
	13.a Implement the commitment undertaken by developed-country parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change to a goal of mobilizing jointly $100 billion annually by 2020 from all sources to address the needs of developing countries in the context of meaningful mitigation actions and transparency on implementation and fully operationalize the Green Climate Fund
through its capitalization as soon as possible
	

	
	13.b - Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate change-related planning and management in least developed countries and small island developing States, including focusing on women, youth and local and marginalized communities
	The National Circular Economy Strategy provides the strategic axes and lines of action to strengthen climate change-related planning and management capacity.

	14
	Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and
marine resources for sustainable development
	

	15
	Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land
degradation and halt biodiversity loss
	

	16
	Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all
Levels
	

	17
	Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global
Partnership for Sustainable Development
	



13. Classification of technical assistance
Indicate the primary type of technical assistance. Optional: if desired, also indicate the secondary type.
	Tick the relevant boxes
	Primary
	Secondary

	· 1. Decision-making tools and/or information provision
	X
	☐




	· 2. Design of sector-specific road maps or strategies
	X
	☐

	· 3. Recommendations for law, policy and regulations
	☐
	X

	· 4. Finance facilitation
	☐
	☐

	· 5. Private sector engagement and market making
	☐
	X

	· 6. Research and development of new technologies
	☐
	☐

	· 7. Feasibility studies of technological options
	☐
	☐

	· 8. Piloting and deploying known technologies in local conditions
	☐
	☐

	· 9. Identification and prioritisation of technology
	☐
	☐


Please note that all CTCN technical assistance contributes to strengthening the capacity of actors in the country.


14. Monitoring and evaluation process
Once the implementing partners are contracted to implement this Response Plan, the lead implementer will produce a monitoring and evaluation plan for the technical assistance. The monitoring and evaluation plan must include specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound indicators that will be used to monitor and evaluate the timeliness and appropriateness of the implementation. The CTCN Technology Manager responsible for the technical assistance will monitor the timeliness and appropriateness of the Response Plan implementation.
Upon completion of all activities and outputs, the following evaluation forms will be completed: (i) the NDE will evaluate the overall level of satisfaction with the technical assistance service provided; (ii) the Lead Implementer will evaluate the knowledge and experienced gained through the delivery of the technical assistance; and (iii) the CTCN Director will evaluate the timeliness and appropriateness of the activities and outputs.
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