

Progress report 3. 

1. Final CTCN Virtual Session August 31st, 2021

The CTCN project No. 7000003466 - Capacity Development to Address Risks in the Coastal Zones Associated with Climate Change.

A virtual meeting to present the results of the project, demonstrate the bathymetric and wave modelling methodology and provide access to data and information was held on August 31st.  This virtual session was organised as an alternative to the originally planned 5-day training that was cancelled due to the global COVID pandemic travel restrictions. 

The session was facilitated by Elaine Baker University of Sydney, with presenters Debhasish Bhakta from GRID-Arendal, and Herve Damlamian from the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC). Unfortunately, the training cannot be considered to be a success as most islander participants were not able to attend the session because of internet issues. The session was recorded- an edited version can be accessed at  https://vimeo.com/601772953/6e8253b363 and participants said they would endeavour to access the information. However, feedback from 2 participants who accessed the online material after the event indicate that it was difficult to follow and not that useful.

All states were provided with a link to download the bathymetric data sets (smoothed, unsmoothed and original SDB). It is hoped that an in person training session can be organised in the future familiarise technical personnel with the open source GLOBE bathymetric software and the wave modelling GUI.  

The inability to meet in person, as originally planned, was keenly felt by all and a commitment was made to try and find additional funding to hold a more comprehensive training and knowledge exchange workshop when pandemic restrictions are lifted.  

Participants:

David Natogga - Solomon Islands
Clifford Olisukulu - Solomon Islands

Accessed after the session
Kabure Yeeting - Kiribati 
Ben Yamamura - Marshall Islands

2. Evaluation and dissemination workshop

The list of deliverable and links to data been sent to the focal points from the 4 states. A virual meeting to explain the deliverables and the potential use and impact of the data is scheduled for late February. A doodle poll has been sent to the participants to firm up a data.

3. Potential training workshop

Acknowledging the short comings of the virtual training, GRID-Arendal is committed to finding a mechanism to hold the originally planned 5-day training workshop. We are currently in discussion with SPC to piggyback on a maritime boundaries workshop that is scheduled for November 2022. Additional funds will be required to pay for some participants and the cost of 3 training staff. We are also in contract with the Commonwealth supported CommonSencing project (that has collected some data in the region but does not include bathymetric or wave modelling) to join the workshop. 
